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Preface

Every one of us may have our own interpretations of various historical facts; however,
the main preaequisite is finding the whole truth. It is very unfortunate that soon after the
partition of 1947, ath that of 1971 the historical context, facts and realities got
fictionalized. It is often said that three histories of partition exist in our part of the world,
the one that is told and taught in Pakistan, the other that is told and taught in India and/or
Bangladesh, and the third that is the real version. This partly happened to serve the vested
interests of certain classes who are using the maneuvered history to gain maximum
benefits. To me hiding historical facts or distorting them is not only a crirassig
current generation but a sheer crime against our future generations who would be
deprived of being acquainted with truth.

In our Rewriting History Project, SDPI has not followed to develop first histories; we

have tried to follow the third onetoibmg t he real version from ¢
the first book of its nature covering a vast geographical range and communities spread all

over the South Asian States. We look forward to bring out more extensive and mature
studies on the subject ihd light of feedback from the readers. Making the book public, |
would | i ke to recall our gr eat-efzeedi OF ah azd
said:

This stained light, this nigHitten dawn
This is not the dawn we yearned for
This is not the dawn
For which we set out so eagerly
(Tr. By Daud Kamal)

Abid Qaiyum Suleri
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Introduction

Our recorded history is not the history of the masses, it is not the history of ous,peasa
labourers, brickiln workers, blacksmiths, bakers, stwashers, roabuilders, clerks and
dailywage earners; nor, is it the history of revolutionaries, poets, musicians, painters,
sculptors and intellectuals. Hence, it is neither the histdrg whble mankind nor the
collective flow of life.

Rulers, political intelligentsia, big and small minions of government and despotic overlords
created our recorded history. This is the
narrative in Rastan, as product and propagator of the state ideology, derives its legitimacy

from a narrow set of directives based on a limited approach.

Our history, including the historiography of Partition reflectsidee accounts, divergent

state ideologiesiased judgments and inaccuracies. History of Partition, in Pakistan (and in
India) is based on official records, oral accounts, autobiographstdednelence against

Hindus and Sikhs (and in India against Muslims) is not the true history. Hissriyn boo
Pakistan, whether dealing with our freedom movement, which resulted in independence, or
the War of 1971, which resulted in the dismemberment of Pakistan and the emergence of
Bangladesh, or our ancient an d¢pectieclrestead, past
it is based on autobiographical accounts of military and civilian rulers, generals and
administrators of different levels.

In the absence of a true version of history, the historiography in Pakistan based it on biased
approach. Bureawds, military generals and politicians presented their own version of
historical narratives over the last60yearsST hi s bi ased approach | ac
Dr. Mubarak Ali explained it in the following words:

The elite classes, generatdslandl bureaucrats have not presented a true picture of Partition an
associated events. In fact, they presented the other side of the story based on their own experienc
peopleds point of vi esibility offtheie ipabiliyi talpreseatia trug gicture ot o
history, nor were they willing to accept their failures in the disintegration of our systems as a nation.

History needs to be-mritten and we need to correct false information. In order to thawer
mistakes and wrongdoings, the ruling elite produced false narratives. We etk toistery

! Dr. Mubarak Ali,Yadashton Main Ghalat Bayanian, (Distaniin Autobiographies), Nawe:Insan,
August 2008, p. 25

2 |bid, p.25
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based on peoplebs perspective; p a-wiittencandirea r | vy ,
visited. Inrevr i t i ng hi st orpgctive, we mustpbe wgianteirdtermspok ideslogy,
doctrine and prejudice. Let our generations know the real truth rather than to a single, officially
ordained, sanitised truth.

It is unfortunate that our history, particularly with reference to Raiditioll of violent

episodes, such stories dominate our literature in Pakistan and India; there are many
humanitarian stories as well. It should be based on true humanism, secular and democratic
ideology.

Many Hindus and Sikhs saved the lives of theslifMiuneighbours/friends, even
unacquainted Muslims. Similarly, many Muslims saved the lives of their Hindu and Sikh
friends/neighbours. There are many stories about members of religious minorities,
Christians, Parsis, Bahais, who saved the lives of Moslmdga and Hindus/Sikhs in
Pakistan.Our history of Partition is riddled with prejudice, inconsistencies and huge
knowledge gaps, in which the element of humanism is ignored; this missing link must be
considered, including peopleds oral accoun

This paper is based on four provincial case studies. The study will cover t#meeabomed
aspects in detail.

Provincial Perspective: Punjab, N.W.F.P, Sindh and Balochistan

The 1947 Partition of India was unique; it was a partition of land, religionsuaesl dine two
major provinces of India, Punjab and Bengal were divided amid bloodshed and violence. Punjab
suffered tremendous loss of lives, displacement and destruction.

Sindh remained comparatively peaceful because ofodiee communal harmony amgo
followers of different faiths.

Balochistan declared independence on 15 August but suffered at the hands of federal forces in
Pakistan. Hindiuslim tension was contained; but still one major comivagea violent incident

took place in Quetta. The @ province remained peaceful and Hindu / Sikh communities were

not harmed, particularly in Baloch tribal areas.

Communal riots in NWFP started in late 1946 and early 1947. The Muslim League agitated violence
and the situation worsened. The provincesaffered at the hands of the central government when

the elected provincial government of Congkdmslai Khidmatgeas dismissed on 22 August 1947.
Political manoeuvring by federal government brought Muslim League into power, which instigated
the HinduMuslim riots in Peshawar, Mardan and other settled districts. In remote rural and tribal
areas, Hindus and Sikhs continued to live peacefully, till the Afgithdplaced them from their
ancestral homes.



The comparative analysis on the basis ofrotaleéir vi ews conducted by SDP
Project (July 20aBecember 2008) demonstrates the uniqueness of each province; it also specifies
that the communal violence was not the only factor, economic interests also played a major role in
Sindh andural Punjab. Another interesting point highlighted in these interviews is that minority
communities, particularly the Christians provided many essential services and saved the lives of many
traumatized Muslims in Indian Punjab and Hindus in Pakistani areas

It is unfortunate that the role of minorities in nation building is barely mentioned in our
textbooks. The new generation in Pakistan and India is unaware of the services rendered by
the minorities in our freedom struggle. From a provincial perspegttiveties in all
provinces contributed natidmilding services but their role was downplayed. Our recorded
history is full of atrocities and genocide carried out by the majority community but stories of
humanism by the religious minorities are misBimgystruggle for Partition portrays only

the substantial contributions by the majority, be it Hindus on the Indian side or Muslims on
the Pakistani side. The role of religious minorities and their significant struggle in saving lives
of the innocent peoplen the both sides of the border is downplayed. It is wrongly believed
that Hindus and the British were the major culprits for dividing the country; Hindus were
blamed for supporting the idea of Partition and that they played no role in the freedom of
the country. The truth is that Hindus and Muslims fought for the liberation of their land
from British occupation and in their struggle, the religious minorities in both countries
played a very unique and vital role.

The new generations have grown up withvilbew. In fact, along with majority community,

all minorities contributed in the freedom struggle, especially the Sikhs on the Indian side and
the Christians on both the Pakistani and the Indian sides made glorious contributions. No
one can forget the preme sacrifice made by legends like Bhagat Singh and the Christian
missionaries.

The Christians and Parsis were in the forefront of the freedom struggle. Unfortunately, the minority
communities are marginalized in every respect, including theitheofeseadom struggle. It is

necessary to emphasize the role of minority communities by exploring and documenting the
historical records in all four provinces.

Partition Studies: An Overview

The territorial division of India and Pakistan is signibegatuse it not only meant independence
for India and Pakistan in South Asian history but also marked the beginning of a global trend
towards decolonisation.

The Partition resulted in one of the largest migrations in the world history, followed by
extremeviolence. Deaths toll in India and Pakistan is reported between half a million to one
million and 10 to 12 million migrants crossed new borders in Punjab andTBesgafl.
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thousands of girls and women were sexually assaulted or abGhleteze was the most
dramatic epercussion of Partition but the boundary award contrifoubdider disruptions:
longterm border tensions, infrastructure problems and the lasting conflict over Kashmir.
After the Partition of 1947, mass movement of population across the borders of India and
Pakistan took place in an atmosphere of violent comhmisturbances. Millions of people
moved across the borders, making this migration to be the largest in the recorded world
history.

Migration and the untold miseries of the people is a dominant theme of contemporar§ literature
These two factors irated innumerable studies worldwide. Historical studies focused on the causes
of Partition rather than its impact on the people and society.

The Partition of the Indian swontinent was geographically achieved through the Partitions of
Punjab and Beng@lross border migration in other provinces was comparatively low, particularly in
Sindh. Selective and voluntary migrants continued to come to Sindh for a generation.

West Punjab faced horrific communal conflicts, resulting in an immediate influeed;refug

thousands of homeless and patricken people arrived daily from deeply troubled districts of

Amritsar, Jullundur, Hoshiarpur and Ludhiana. 73% migrants from India landed in West Punjab and
it accommodated more than 5 million new migrants, cangtibaefourth of the population; an

increase of 43% in Lahore, 49 % in Multan, 50 % in Gujranwala, 65 % in Jhang and 69 % in Lyallpur
and Sargogha.

The main trends covered in this perspective are summed up as:

1 People suffered individually and ctillely; many were forced to leave behind their
ancestral homes and most of their assets. Ethnic cleansing was the main motives behind the
communal disturbances and armed gangs forced people to evacuate their homes. The
migrant faced many calamities.

1 Non-availability of transport to go to the refugee camps was another problem. Most
migrants had to walk to the camps, very few hadabtdlto carry some of their belongings;
this slow movement made them venerable and easy targets. They were helpless agains
attacks because most had no weapons; only a few people had swords or guns.

3 Lucy Chester, 6The 1947 Part iPtaikorst aniDr awiomng dart
(http://lwww.unc.edu/depts/diplomat/

4 lan Talbot, Literature and the Human Drama of the 1947 Partition, Region and Partition (Oxford 1990)

5 Saleem Ullah Khan (comp.), The Journey to Pakistan (National Documentation Centre, Islamabad
1993) p. xv.

6 Mohammad Waseem, Migration and Assimilation: A Comparative Study of Pakistani Punjab, Region
and Partition (Oxford 1990) p. 204

7 Ibid. P.217


http://www.unc.edu/depts/diplomat/

Eastern and Western Punjab hasevicanen| taeirge n
arracks were well organized and well plénned.

Evacuation became a time consuming activétytadpoor transport, blocked bridges and

other obstacles. Life in the refugee camps entailed multiple problems: insufficient food,
unhygienic conditions, fear of attacks and health problems. The refugees were fearful to
leave the safety of the camps, tieguin shortage of food supplies. They depended solely

on provision of rations supplied by the authorities. In some placed elmikla@snd
government officials helped thugs to attack refugee camps; in Jandiala Guru, Sikh army
surrounded a camp of b refugees and shot helpless and unarmed people and hand
grenades were hurled inside the camps.

Communal riots and mass killings occurred on a large scale. Entire villages were burnt down;
trucks full of migrants hacked to pieces; trains, buses atheanarcilessly attacked; lost
children and kidnapped girls became a routine matter. Nearly half a million people died
within a few months of Partition.

Over the years, Sikhs projected a political profile distinct from Hindus and Muslims. They
floatedte i dAzaadf Puwn jl® BRhistahn d ndé 19 4 4. Earlier,
constitutional guarantees for Sikhs if India remained undivided but if Partitioned, they
demanded an independent Sikh State.j&dBnflicted extreme hardships andfeirfig

on the Muslim evacuees from Eastern Puhjab.

The incidences of abductions and attacks on women ifv,1@d4d@oubtedly, reflected
attempts to expose the most protected aspect of honour aiderg@ift! during attacks,

women jumped into wells $awve their honour. Thousands of women and young girls were
abducted on both sides of the border and to add to their miseries, when they were reunited
with their families, their parents were unwilling to accept them. Many people were killed with
kirpans.

The Radcliffe Award on the Partition of Punjab was announced three days after Partition. It
denied the allocation of the Muslim majority areas of Gurdaspur, Ludhiana and Amritsar to
Pakistanz It impacted the geographical features and future of Pakistaft srudisands of

people caught off guard to the dangers of communal wrath.
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f Subsequent wars in 1965 and 1971 made it <c
restless divisions.

T The Radcliffe Line c u-developédr iofragictore sydteans, Punj a
disrupting road, telephone, and telegraph communications. Most importantly, it interfered
with the regionds vital irrigation system;
Punj ab-tektedvwpeolbleens. However, the water probletated to the most serious
issue of Kashmir, remained unresolved and plagued Pakiistaalation$t

= =4

Some people embraced Islam to avoid evacuation from Western Punjab. They were termed
asdeenddéhnolders of the faith) by the locals and their bigelgegnd properties remained
undisturbed.

1 In this atmosphere of ethnic strife, many people risked their lives for safe evacuation of
migrants of other faiths.

1 Majority of the migrants considered Partition a temporary setback. They migrated half
heartedlywith an aim to come back to their ancestral villages, when the situation would
calm down.

i Pakistan came into existence with few resources and enormous problems; the greatest
challenge was resettlement of millions of refugees.

9 Cities like Delhi would ctinue to haunt Muslims as a memorial of their lost glory. It left

an expression of deep pain, sense of loss and longing in the hearts of many South Asian

Muslimsts

The rehabilitation and resettlement of millions of refugees was an arduous and gkuelichg ta

required sound planning and years of hard work. It posed greater difficulties for the economically
disadvantaged. Restoration of industry and agriculture was insufficient and expansion was necessary
to provide jobs to the millions of people in refugamps.

Partition of Punjab led to emergence of a majority Muslim society in the west. The bulk of
refugees from East Punjab settled in the new land within a year and their property claims
were settled based on exchange of revenue records with India.

The study conducted over resettlement of evacuees of 194aknBartition, are marked

by the following trends:

1 In some areas, people welcomed the refugees and offered them accommodation, land, food
and helped them to set up different businesses.

13 Lucy Chester, OP.Cit. p. 204. (http://www.unc.edu/depts/diplomat/
14  Ibid.

15 lan Talbot, OP.Cit. p. 244
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1 Ref we®aiénces in their new homeland varied a great deal. Some had relatives to make
the transition easier, enabling them to restart their occupations. The less fortunate were on
their own and faced shaerm exploitation and months of demoralizing insciiv the
camps.

1 The condition of refugee camps was miserable. There was severe food shortage because
corrupt government officials sold donated food items in the black markets.

1 In some areas, prejudice against the refugees existed because theylered adinsincial
burden. This happened in Sindh and Punjab.

T When Hindus and Si khs mi grated to India,
selectively confiscated their urban and rural properties. When the government started
allotting evacugaroperty to the incoming refugees from India, the local occupants of the
evacuee property were forced to vacate it.

1 The process of claim compensation was neither organized nor transparent; bribes, contacts
with the government officials and sometimesrprgere considered necessary to speed up
the process. The influential people benefited and were easily compensated. Many people
without any property in Eastern Punjab fraudulently became owners of huge properties in
Pakistan.

1 Most of the welto-do migrard were poorly compensated in Western Punjab; one of the
reasons could be unwillingness to pay bribes or adopt other unfair means.

1 Some migrants thought they would return to their homes in Eastern Punjab because they
found displacement too stressful; twegre unable to set up their business or find
employment in their new homeland. Consequently, they wasted time and effort to go back
and could not establish themselves in Pakistan.

1 The politically astute and educated people were aware of the probliEddsreRitition
could not be averted. They started a new life in Pakistan soon after their arrival.

1 Those who adjusted to the changing scenarios in their new homeland projected an example
of optimism and hard work. They took to their previous occupatigos engaged in new
enterprises.

1 Some people left their belongings in the supervision of their friends and neighbours and
thought they would return under favorable circumstances, which became impossible later.

9 Due to massacres and horrific communtd, ribeir sense of insecurity, threats to Muslim
identity and dependence on armed forces i
carried extra weight because of their presence in cities in large numbers.

I The impact oEn massggration to Westuhjab made it the major province of Pakistan. It
acquired centestage in terms of military, bureaucratic and economicipower.

Partition inflicted great suffering, on a scale rarely seen in human history, though the
estimates of casualties remain cons@lelndependence of India and Pakistan is not the
only legacy of Partition but also the violence that ensued. The trauma left their scars in the

16 Mohammad Waseem, O.P. Cit., p. 216
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hearts and the minds of many South Asians. The conflict between India and Pakistan is
integral to South Asia

The unending propaganda by the two governments and those generated by media and
educational institutions reinforce ciosder resentments. Fifty spears after the
Independence of the IndRak subcontinent, 32 years after the creation of Bangladesh a

14 years after the withdrawal of the last Soviet soldier from Afghanistan, Pakistan is still a
country in which refugdmsed politics, resettlement process and armed conflicts involving
millions of refugees still continte.

Case Study: 1

Partition ofPunjab
Accounts of PrePartition Days

The rural Punjab, the real Punjab was the center of merriments, festivals, folklore, sports and cultural
gatherings. The Muslims and Sikhs enjoyed harmonious relationship throughout rural Punjab.

For a comprehensivaudy, oral accounts of Sikhs, Hindus and Muslims were essential. Muslims
lived side by side with the Abluslim communities in the Western and Eastern parts of the Punjab
before 1947, suddenly turned against each other.

Though these interviews are kdito villages in the districts of Kasur, Sheikhupura, Faisalabad,
Jhelum, Sialkot, Gujranwala and Lahore, the retrieved accounts can help depict the overall picture of
the combined society.

The Socio Economic interplay:

One important factor that encogea tolerance and im@ligious harmony among RBluslims
and Muslims was their seeimonomic interdependence. Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus lived together
on the same streets, shared cultural functions and had mutual interests.

Community elders of theiegpective religions, tdaudhrgmd Sardaref the villages helped the
poor members of the community. They pledged to undertake the marriage expenses of the poor
families or absolve land revenue of the poor farmers.

During the month oR a ma they rarrange8ehrand| f forithei poor. The Sikhs and Hindus
rendered financial and moral support to the Muslims.

In his autobiographyflera Shehr Lah@fg City Lahore), Yunas Adeeb described in these words:
People evolved ways and meansrofimventing the constraint of orthodox Hinduism, Islam and
Sikhism and created a way of life that was based on mutual respect and affection. Hindus showered

17 &akistan: Economic Policy Analysisbéo, The Mc Keever I r
Avenue, Oakland, CA 94602 USA.

13



flowers on théMluharramrocession and Muslims flocked to the draatleefastival held in Mio
Park behind the Badshahi Mosque and many took parDivatiandDusehreelebration$

The tradition of exchanging gifts and food was a symbol of brotherhood and friendship. The
community fabric was strong and based on respect for othemgeligiotheir principles. The Sikh
and Hindu women observpdrdahPoverty kept rural Punjab engaged in trying to earn a living.

Hindu and Sikh accounts from East Punjab

During Partition, East Punjab was engulfed in violence and massacre. In EdstPunijdupar,
communal tensions amplified at this time. The Rasttriya Swayam Sewak|&adegs advised
people not to patronize Muslim businesses and fannétuahith feeling. An eyewitness relates:

0 Athe time of Partition of India in 1845 J¥earsld. My family lived in a

second story apartment, close to the Muslim section of town. The dismal tales of Hindu
and Sikh refugees from Pakistan, who started trickling into our town, amplified the
feeling. Muslims who lived in the majodikhHireighbourhoods started

migrating to the predominantly Muslim area. One afternoon, two Muslim men were
attacked in our street; one died instantly and the other sprinted to the safety of the
Musl i®m area. o

Muslim homes in the neighbouring villagere set ablaze; the residents were forced to seek refuge

in Rupar, expanding its Muslim population by several hundreds. Fearing an attack by Muslims,
Hindus and Sikhs gathered on rooftops, armed with bottles filled with nails and lime. In the event of
an dtack, the bottles were patrtially filled with water, shaken, and tossed at the assailants.

Dr. Pritan Rohila stated, the Shilvisional Officer mounted loudspeakers on a jeep, moved through

the Muslim area. He announced that an attack by a large gdingilusfand Sikhs was imminent

and that he could no longer assure their safety but he promised them military escort to the town of
Sirhind, where they could board a train to Pakistan. Feeling unsafe, many Muslims decided to leave
their homes. They gathermdew of their most precious possessions and left. In various parts of
Easter Punjab, many Muslims were looted. Mob of Hindus and Sikhs looted their abandoned homes.
Paniestricken, they ran to save their loved ones and in the process, lost their s&zggien0

Muslim women and girls were abducted. A large group of Muslims hid in the fields to save their lives
but the mob pulled them out and ruthlessly killed them.

Muslim Accounts from West Punjab

The Muslims in this area disagreed with the deafdfamtition but were powerless. They assisted
and escorted Hindu and Sikh families to the border. This message of love was another image of the

8Yunas AdeeblMera Shehr LahoréMy City of Lahore). Atish Fishan Publications, Lahore 1991, pp.
118119.

¥ Dr. Pritam Rohila, A Paition Related Tragedy at Rupar, Punjab, Delhi, Association For Communal
Harmony in Asia (ACHA), 2006, p.1
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Partition. Such incidents created a tremendous impact on the overall attitude of th@epciety.

provided hosing, food, and safe passage. The Mayor of Lahore in 1947 and his Muslim friends
rescued Hindu and Sikh friends ofrom their vul
under a he&il of bullets. é

History is full of such acts of bravery, in withehlives of children and houses of Hindus

and Sikhs of the Civil Lines were saved. Civil Surgeon of Shiekhupura stated that Muslims
provided shelter, even at the risk of theiriives.

Accounts of Harmony and Violence

A thorough study was conducted iamdi Gondal, a village of Western Punjab, which acquired

centre stage during the IAdak Partition of 1947. Locateztween Islamabad and Lahore, Miana

Gondal is in district Mandi Bahauddin, situated between Phulurwan and Bhalwal in district Sargodha,
nea Tehsil Pind Dadan Kham district Jhelum. Miana Gondal is a small village at the junction of

three districts. A dispensary, a post office and a primary school for boys was established in the late
19th century.

Prior to Partition in 1947, the villages\mame to Hindus and Muslims but had a Muslim
majority. Hindus and Sikhs were in majority in the surrounding villages, which made the
inclusion of those areas indispensable to this study for a deeper understanding of the local
scene. The area witnessed bhdoPak Partition disturbances, influx of migrants and
departure of evacuees that had an everlasting impact on the socio political and economic
situation. Today it covers an area of 8173 acres, with a total population of 17,872 (9,243
males and 8,629ales), out of which 106 are fMuslims; whereas, the adjoining villages

of Chak 26 and Wariat have a population of 3,974 and 3,205 respectively and their current
non-Muslim population statistics is 153 and 12 respettively.

It is noteworthy that the stied on the Indd’ak Partition of 1947 are concentrated mainly

on the prominent areas of Pakistan such as Lahore and Lyallpur (Faisalabad). Secondly, most
of these studies focused on the violence as the primary issue and references to lifesaving
incidents & rare. Another prevalent theme is the communal tension, which was the primary

20 Excerpts from Ashis Nandy, Colloquially: "The Defiance of Defiance and Liberation for the Victims of
History: Ashis Nandy in Conversation with Vipaal", in Dissenting Knowledges, Open Futures: The
Multiple Selves and Strange Destinations of Ashis NagdiyWinay Lal (Delhi: Oxford, 2000), pa

#Lyasmin Khan, The Great Partition: The Making of India and Pakistan, London, Yale Unviversity Press,
2007, p.139
22 District Census Report of Mandi Bhauddin, Government of Pakistan, Islamabad, 2000

15



force behind regional disturbances. These approaches rendered many untold stories and
undiscovered facts.

This study, however, is an attempt to point out the deficiencielsoaicdrsings in the
approach adopted by other researchers by focussing on an individual village in interior
Punjab, highlighting the incidents of humanity, charity and compassion.

In Miana Gondal, the nevuslims (mostly Hindus) were businessmen. Theyavpesce

loving people and avoided quarrels and confrontations. Arguments never ended in violence
or physical assaults but just an exchange of threats and epithets such as calling each other
Choorha or Mus&allihey employedhojis(detectives) and if amllager was robbed,
sometimes the stolen items were brought’back.

Ghulam Hussain in a nostalgic tone related that prior to Partition, all the communities lived
in peace and harmony and with mutual dependencies. They had good relations with each
other an the village was a perfect example of mutual dependencies and friendly
atmospheré.

Chaudhr i Sher Mohammed testified to the ab
neighbouring Sikhs. They had brotherly relations with two brothers, Gopia&ingh
Shahibzada and shared the agricultural land with them; helped each other in various
agricultural chores such as ploughing, weeding, watering and harvesting. Hindi2$ of Chak
helped their family to recover the land occupied by téhEmtdently, theclass conflict

and the financial hierarchy transcended the communal consciousness.

Community members visited each other on deaths and marriages occasions, according to
their own traditions. According to Fatima Bibi, Hindus and Sikhs were economieally stabl
and helped Muslims by lending money on these occasions, of course, they charged interest
but it was a great facility at that time. On happy occasions, Hindus sent gifts and sweet to the
Muslims as wellMuslims visited their fairs and festivals sutieseklinddevaliDuring
besakhneople participated in tent pegging, horse races, wrestlkagpaad? Haji Ahmad

Bakhsh stated that people had freedom to practice their religion; nobody interfered with the
religious activities of other communtfies

Religious differences did not allow Muslims and Hindus to eat together; Hindus were
permitted to eat chicken and mutton but were strictly forbidden to eat beef. Hindus were
more careful in this respect; if a Muslim passedchgkacooking place), theivomen

cleaned ivith gobrfa paste of mud and cow dung). There may be two reasons for this, cows
are considered holy in Hinduism; secondly it was a practice among the villagers to coat the

23 Interview with Mr. Ghulam Hussain

24  Interview with Mr. Bashir Ahmad

25 Interview with Mr. Ghulam Hussain

26 Interview with Mr. Sher Mohammad

27 Interview with Ms. Fatima Bibi

28 Interview with Mr. Chaudhri Mohammad Nazir

29 Interview with Mr. Ahmad Bakhsh
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floors of house and courtyard wibbribecause it conveyedsanse of newness and
cleanliness. If Muslims touched their clothes even accidentally, Hindu women called those
clothesbhit(foul). Muslims also did not accept any edible items from Ffifdtisna Bibi

disclosed that the Sikhs of CR2&kremained dirty mbof the time and nevatehalameat.

However, those of Ch&l8 were different and had no objection to ehtitajneat.

Local Hindus were mostly shopkeepers and middlemen of agricultural produce. Some were
farmers; a few were able to sell their lbaftge migration. Hindus monopolized the local
business and owned most of the shops. They possessed commercial wisdom and business
awareness. On the contrary, Muslims were ignorant and illiterate and despite manual labour
in the fields, they remained ibtd® Hindus moneylendets.

Hindus maintained good relations with all their customers. For instance, priority was given to women
from other villages over local customers in their grinding mills and the women were escorted to their
homes after sunset forfedg reasons. Additionally, in keeping with the practice of old times, they
added a small item free of cost to the total shopallegihoongar free bonus.

Ghulam Hussain Mohammed stated that if Hindus overcharged, Muslims remained unaware
of it becase of their illiteracy. They worked hard on tobacco, wheat and rice fields but
Hindus enjoyed the profits.

Muslims were always in debt of Hindus; they borrowed all year to meet their needs. When
they were unable to repay in monetary terms, they gavin¢hentire crop to payoff the

loan and started borrowing again. Even big Muslim landlords were defaulters and
complained about this state of affairs. They complained that they were at the mercy of the
Hindu moneylenders, but did nothing practical to Ibnésakicious circl&.

Ghulam Hussain further narrated that the Hindus convinced the Muslims to sell their entire
harvest to save labour and storage. They bought small amounts for their daily needs but the
Hindus charged at double the pfice.

Muslim borrowd money for marriage expenses from Hindus or other times of need; the
interest added the principle amount resulted in financially crippling the Muslims.

Therefore, at the time of Partition, one of the reasons for the forced evacuation of Hindus
was that m&t Muslims owed money and some of the big Muslims landlords owed hundreds
of thousands of rupe&s.

30 Interview with Mr. Ghulam Hussain
31 Interview with Mr. Sher Mohammad
32 Interview with Mr. Ghulam Hussain,
33 Interview with Mr. Sher Mohammad
34 Interview with Mr. Ghulam Hussain
35 Interview with Mr. Sher Mohammad

17



During the Partition riots, some nAbluslims converted to Islam to remain safe and not to
leave their homeland and properties. Local Muslims calledi¢lars(holders of the

faith). Ahmad Bakhsh related that Muslims and Sikhs were killed on both sides in
Gobindpura. Some nédviuslims ran away, while some converted to Islam but after the riots
subsided, all of them left for Indfia.

Case Study 2

Partition and the Pashtun Land

Introduction

It is imperative to understand the background eRamtition situation with reference to communal
harmony in NWFP; stories were compiled to understand the real situation. It is a collection of
peopl eds r ef Isevhidhidivided tkem amu detdis tleeirBamition relations with
reference to communal harmony between the Hindu and Muslim communities in the province.
Millions of Hindus and Muslims lived together peacefully for generations throughaut India

People bthe NWFP are known for their rich culture, tradition and hospitality. In small villages of
District Kohat and Bannu, many Hindus and Sikhs resided in communal harmony in the pre
Partition period. They participated and celebratéér$bé&Muslim saintand offerea¢chadafer the

shrine.

Muslim rulers who persecuted Hindu subjects made no effort to divide territories on
communal lines. Common Muslims and Hindus had cordial relations and celebrated each
ot herds festival s. bhohérd praisqu dhe fpasitive aspectd @& r s
Hindu societies in their writings; Muslim musicians compaesgais praise of the Hindu

deities Krishna and Shiva. Urdu literature, from Amir Khusrau to Hasrat Mohani, showed
respect for Hindu saints and spitipracursor®’

The Hindu porters, doctors, teachers and businessmen carried the legacy of communal harmony for
decades in this part of the province; despite disagreements on certain ideological issues, there was no
animosity or hatredThe Hindu and Musli communi ti es participate in
ceremonies.

Political Overview: Direct Action Day

36 Interview with Mr. Ahmad Bakhsh

37 Michael J. NojeimGandhi and King: The Power of Nonviolent Resista@eenwood Publishing Group,
New Delhi, 2004, p. 52

¥ Rafiq Zakaria,The road to arity Indian Muslims: Where Have They Gone WrorBffaratiya Vidya
Bhavan, Mumbai, October 2004, p. 38
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The riot first started in August 1946 in Calcutta. Hindus killed a massive number of Muslim; Muslims r
with similar viciousness-Midiln communal harmony of hundreds of years faced an irreparable devas
Violence first erupted in Calcutta, Bengal, on 16 August 1946, one year before Independence. It then
rest of the province, especially iroN@adtodler 1946yals as in Bihar. Aliyust 1946 is remembered as

The Direct Action Day or The Great Calcutta Killings.

Muhammad Al i Ji nnah, | eader of t he Musl im Lee
achievement of Patkhest@albi net | wssagomds pledmusal
elected Constituent Assembly. Hussain Shaheed Suhrawardy (Chief Minister of Bengal) declared it a
public holiday. The Muslims in Calcutta were asked to stop @rdretrg@baoyiitptest in the streets of

the city. Muslim volunteers forced Hindu shopkeepers to close their shops in the Northern part of Cal
retaliated by blocking the Musl i m Ieadaggdoklgass pr o
both the police and Suhrawardy prevented the military from iferfering in the riots

The council of Alindia Muslim League was convinced that it was the right time to Daxguth
Actiorto achieve Pakistan. Jinnah dramatically toltbtinecil:

oOWhat we have done today is the most historic
done anything except by constitutional method. This day, we bid goodbye to constitutional method, tode
pistolandear i n a pé&sition to use it. 6

T h e L edaegtuaetionsdalebration on 16 August 1946 sparked communal riots in Calcutta;
spreading to East Bengal, to Bihar and the Punjab. Violence flooded the province with stories of
Hindu atrocities and huge massadook place in Bombay and Bihar. The Pashtun did not
participate in the HindMuslim riots in Bombay on 1 September; a great number were killed. The
police killed them in villages and on the main streets. An investigation team was sent to address this
issue. The Frontier League sent a three members committee to investigate. After reviewing the
situation, the committee blamed the Bombay Congress Govéxnment

The Calcutta killing had a powerful impact and repercussions on other parts of the country. Hindus
retaliated against Muslims in Bihar. Bombay was in the grip of a mass frenzy that claimed the lives of
Pashtun#?

In October 1946 the Noakhali Ahtindu massacre took placet&tatory violence against Hindus
spread in Noakhali district and in somespair the adjacent Tripura district where 82% was the

39 Amit Kumar GuptaNorth West Frontier Province: Legislation and Freedom Struggle (4@32New

Delhi: Indian Council of Historical Research, 1976, pp1-94

““StephenAllanThe I ndependence MoiWesnEantier Fromincd, h9010947,dJ8 Nor t h
Dissertation Service, 1977, p.244

“Lbid, p. 346.

“2 parshotam Mehr&he NorthWest Frontier Drama: A RAssessmenBelhi: Manohar, 1998, p.96
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population was Muslim but the big landlords were Hindus. As a result of the riots in Calcutta, a
massive anHlindu confortation was organized by Muslim locals to cleanse the region from Hindus;
eitherby killing them or by forcing them out and the death toll was immense. It was claimed that
nearly 75% Hindus I&ft The magnitude of killing of innocent Bihari Muslims was tremendous;
women were raped, murdered and tortured by the angry mobs and Musimvemrdestroyed,
mosques were burnt and Qerarwas desecratéd

When the Muslim League Direct Action Day campaign started, the situation worsened in the
Frontier Province; incidents of kiling and massacre took place in Hazara district. Local Muslims
targeted Hindus, Sikhs and Christians. They looted their shops, burnt their homes. Gurdwaras were
attacked and their holy places were desecrated.

The target killing and organized massacre of the minorities disturbed the peace of the province. The
most uriortunate part was that the British bureaucracy supported the League.

00On December 1946 in the villages of Bat al
and unprovoked attacks on Hindus and Sikhs occurred. In Batal 11 Hindus were killed,
Hindu an&ikh houses were looted. The bazar of Uggi was attacked and Hindu and Sikh
shops were set on fire. Trouble spread to other parts of Hazara District including Garhi
Habibullah, Mansehra, and Havelian. By the end of December, in Hazara, general
uprisingtoplace against the Hindus and Sikhs, who were killed and robbed, and their houses
were burnt and sacred places desecrated. This holy war was carried out out in the villages
Mohri, Dival, Akhroota, Pipal, Jaba, Gohra, Phulgara, Dhanak, Muhari, Karchhan,
Malach, Dakhali Sair, Bafa, Sihalian, Samadhra, Jabori, Sankirai, and Bhata. Anti
HinduSi kh rioting c®ntinued to January 1947. ¢

After Bihar, the wrath of Muslim League turned to Punjab and the North West Frontier Province.
The League members seized dhd bnd property of the Hindus and Sikhs-thvew the elected
government and started communal riots in various districts of the province.

There was a clear link between the atrocities committed in Bihar and NWFRealargss in the
variouspatef t he Frontier Province were a direct r
the Bihar. The incidents of violence against thévinstims in NWFP were the reaction of killing of
Pashtuns in Bombay. The riots in Bombay flooded the province vigth atdlindu atrocities. The
authorities sent an investigation teams to Muslims (Pashtuns) targeted areas. Bombay had a large
number of Pashtuns, mostly temporary labourers. The Pashtuns did not take parMugHindu

riots in Bombay on 1 Septemberdgreat number of them were killed, which resulted in the killing

of Hindus and Sikhs in Frontier Province. They openly declared all the Muslims to unite and

3 Sengupta;The Noakhali AntHindu Massacre, Bombay 2007, p. 138

* For details see, MazlumamBihar Ki Ankhon Dekhi Kahani, un ki zubani, (Autobiography of innocent
and helpless Muslims of Bihar), Khatun, August 14, 1973, pp&b

“5S. Gurbachan Singh Tib) Muslim League on Sikhs and Hindus in the Punjab: 1947, New Delice

of India, 1991, p. 54
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organize and avenge the blood of every Muslim killed. Muslim League exploited the situation by
udng blood stained cloths of the victims, torn pag@si@frand skulls of alleged Muslim victims of
Hindu atrocities.

The Congress or the British government officials did not extend any cooperation to Dr. Khan Sahib.
The governor was also not in favoir oD r . Sahi bds support and prot
communities. When the ahfindu riots erupted in Peshawar, they locked themselves in their
homes. Ten thousarihudai Khidmatgarstheir red shirts arrived in Peshawar to protect the
Hindus; te Hindus felt safe and came out and opened their shops. They trustbdddie
Khidmatgawgth their lives and properéy.

The tactics and propaganda warfare of the League was evident from its alliance and support from the
British Raj. Exploiting the ham misery, the situation in Frontier Province was further compounded

by shortage of food. The League gained maximum political mileage from this situation, openly
alleged that Hindu shopkeepers diverted food grain to the black market. In Decembefdd#6, the
situation in the area worsened and a series of communal riots broke out. The mobs attacked the
Hazara districts and burnt down shops and bazaars. Many Hindus and Sikhs were killed; those who
managed to save their lives were shifted to tAdskab, Atbck, Abbotabad, Havellian and Haripur.

Bacha Khan describes this story FathisiBatte: wor ds a

0The communal riots wer e started i n Mu
Rawalpindi, Gujranwala and the other plaaksandPiney fast approached

Peshawar. Innocent people were being slaughtered in the lanes and the Bazars of the
Peshawar city. During these disturbances the Khudai Khidmatgars had fully come up

to my expectations and ten thousands of themplédgetarubleéd to the

assistance of their Hindu and Sikh brethren in distress and helped to protect their lives
and p¥operty. o

The Khan Sahib ministry and Governor Caroe came under heavy attack from all sides: Hindus and
Sikhs, for inadequate protectidhe League was blamed for tyrannical repression of local Muslim.

The attack in Hazara appeared well organized, instigated by Mullahs across the border to avenge the
anti Muslim riots in Bihar. Thus, began an exodus of over 10,000 Hindus and Sikhsintamthsh

PunjaB8 The Muslim League exploited the situation by encouraging the people to defy executive
authority.

Nehruds Frontier Visit
October 1946

“°S.R. BakshiAbdul Ghaffar Khan: The Frontier Gandelhi: Anmol Publications, 1992, p. 202
“"D. G TendulkarAbdul Ghaffar Khan: Faith is a batti®&ombay: Popular Parkashan, 1967, p. 406
“8D.G. TendulkarAbdul Ghaffar Khan: Faith is BattjeBombay, Gandhi Peace Foundation, 19674p¢
410
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Under the situation described above, the Nehru visited the NWFP on October 1946. On 16
October when Neru arrived at Peshawar about 5000 Muslim League volunteers, wearing
green uniforms headed by Abdul Qayum Khan raisetNé&mti slogans; at one point Dr.
Khan Sahab took out his revolver and threa
made agammt t he advice of numerous responsible
these warnings entailed a major miscalculation of the relative strength of the Frontier
Congress and LeadtiMukulika Benerjee wrote:
Even after the end of the war, the édgsierahd its proposal for the creation of Pakistan remained
limited appeal in the settled districts of frontier and the relationship between the Hindus and Muslir
calm. Congress won strongly in the 1946 elections, gainingRQ the bfislirecagsigues continued
berate Badshah Khan for his statement in favor of a united India, saying he incited Muslims to forge
and identity. The regime even sponsored the creation of Anjuman Asfiay, a GroupveftiReligious Lead
great ceremony passed a fatwa declaring Bads
When communal riots broke out in northern India in late 1946, however, the League sent delegates
towns that returned to thierFnotin eyewitness accounts of atrocities committed against Muslims, an
reports were given wide publicity in the Province. Despite the best efforts of Badshah Khan and the
against communal i de oDaonggye,r 6t hbee gcaonn tgirnaudaul a | sl lyo
among the Pathans. The Muslim gained in strength. It was this atmosphere that Jawaharlal Nehr
fateful visit to the Frontier in October 1946. Ostensibly his mission, in his remakAffmister of Ext
and commonwealth relations, was to review living conditions in the Tribal Areas, where untoward e’
British air raids on the clan who had kidnapped, a government political officer. The underlying age
was to asses#ultie of the reports he had been fed, often by British intelligence that the influence of
Khan and the KKs in the Frontier was waning. When Nehru visited the Frontier in 1938, he receiv
reception even in areas, which were noh@widresgistas Dera Ismail Khan. In 1946, he met with a
very different reception in Peshawar, as thousands of Muslim League demonstrators waved black
sl ogans against his o&6plan of Hi onhdswrindpbesnofn at i
avoiding confrontation, ordered the KKs to keep away from the area. Things got still worse as Nehr
visit the Tribal Areas of WaZzifistan.

Soon after the Nehru landed the Peshawar, Badshah Khan held a press conferemsziand bl
the British for backing Nehru. During his visit to the tribal area, dehstittibesmen said,

oOWe are free people and we do not want to | o
how you people who get government money act in this madnedlaof freedom. We are
struggling for I ndiads freedom. WeS®want you

From Waziristan, the Party moved to the various parts of the tribal areas, including Jamrud,
Jandola and Malakand. He received very geeisgance, though he was told to not to visit

these areas because the situation in those areas was unfavorable. At Dargai, on the journey back
from Malakand, a big crowd pelted stones. Although Badshah Khan managed to block a stone

“9H.V. Hodson The Great DivideKarachi: Oxford University Press, 1969, pp. 230
0 Mukulika BanerjeeThe PatharUnarmed: Opposition & Memory in the North West Frontikrmes
Currey Publishers: UK, 2000, pp. 1884

*1|bid p. 185
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ai med at Rherpotuilled viith soil hit &r. Khan Sahib. With great difficulty they
reached Peshawar.

The most astonishing fact revealed in the F
supported the violence during the Nehru visit. Quoting (Erland Jangsend, iSs h s chol a
personal interview with the authorities:

oFaridull ah Shah, t he assistant political o]

instructed him to do something against the Nehru visit, for if the tribgsmardoedeiveaNetiru
Muslims of this part of the country will go undepttie authord Hi ndus . 6

Violence was organized in all parts of the province; The League supported it and riots
against the Hindus became daily routine. Hindu propertiesotede league appropriated

the properties of Hindus and Sikhs.

Basanti: The Case of a Sikh woman

In the wake of violence and turbulence throughout early quarter of 1947, the religious
violence engulfed not only the Frontier province but also other fpdwscountry. There

were riots in district Hazara, Peshawar, Tribal areas, Bannu, Kohat, D. I. Khan-and large
scale killing in Rawal pindi and Mul tan in
political confrontation, through which it launchedommmunal polarization and strong
campaign to force out the Parties that are against it. In the Frontier, Dr. Khan Sahib
confronted the situation bravely.

Basanti was a Sikh pregnant woman. She was abducted in January 1947 when the province
was going thrimgh serious tension between the Hindus and Muslims. She was abducted from
her village in Hazara district and her family members were killed. After her abduction, she
was forcibly converted to Islam and renamed Aasia and married to a Muslim, M. Zaman.
Late |, she was recovered by the provincial ;
where her new husband and her Sikh relatives were present. She wanted to go back to her
family and convert to Sikhism.

Basanti was brought to Peshawar and she produoesl thefdistrict magistrate where she
swore that she wanted to rejoin her faith,.
became the centre of controversy. He was charged with not following the right path of Islam
and criticized for allowing his owaughter to marry a ndtuslim (sorn-law Jaswant

Singh, a pilot in the Royal Indian Air Force was an Indian Christian and not a Hindu, as the
League chargétl)

2 Rajmohan GandhiGhaffar Khan: Nonviolent Badshah of the Pukhtubelhi: Penguin Viking, 2004,

pp.162163
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The restoration of Basanti to Islam became a central demand and became the source of the
leage 6s ci vi |l di sobedience movement in the F
arrested in a protest that accused Dr. Khan of forcing the Muslim women to reconvert to
Sikhism.
o0o0On 24 February, a mob as s & mwhomehdy aleged, Kleas $ahilw a r
was not providing shelter. A procession of at least 5000 men marched towards the Government Ho

police cordon and marched into the Governord
haase on all sides. Later, when the Sikh wom:
situation, alleging that the case bore a striking resemblance to that of Islam Bibi in the 1930s, whic
ri sing ofsthe Fakir of | pio.

Thus, Fontier Muslim League, partly stimulated by developments in Punjab and partly
yielding to the cry délam was in danger the incident of the Sikh woman from Hazara,
launched its political offensive.

Leagueds Civil Di sobedi en ciadu-Sd \cammanities: Fabn d At t &
March 1947
During the Leagueds Civil Di sobedience Moveme,]

moved from Hazara, Peshawar, Bannu and other parts of the province. These uprooted men and
women, who had lived for centuiiethese areas, told horrifying stories.

There waslabameban the d&lWs P, it was the ma
failure in mobilising the Muslim public opinion in its favour. The popularity Kihudei
Khidmatgara sociateform movenent led by Abdul Ghaffar Khan, was another major
reason obstructing the rise of Muslim League in the Frontier. After the tragic firing incident

of the Qissa Khwani Bazaar onA8il 1930, which resulted in the killing of more than two
hundred people inne day, the&Khudai Khidmatgaffdiated their organisation with the

Indian National Congress (INC) and continued this affiliation till 1947. During the War
period, an important feature of the British policy was to install as maGgngoess
ministriesn the provinces as possible to show to the outside world that despitedbe non
operation of the INC, the general public opinion in India was still to their favour and
generously contributed to the Allied war efforts. In this connection, after hatticteéy
installed a Leagueds ministry in the Provi
remained the Leagueds Chief Mi ni ster of t
various practices, including nepotism and misuse of official powehethrthe
organisatioii

Musl im Leagueds failure to establish massi
assembly of NWFP, the Frontier Muslim League started devising ways to dislodge Dr. Khan
Sahib. The Muslim League resorted to civil disrime movement against the Frontier

% |bid. p. 105, see also, D. G TendulkAhdul Ghaffar Khan: Faith is a batti&ombay: Popular
Parkashan, 1967, p. 407

*® bid
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Congress ministry to prove that the overwhelming majority of the Muslim population

supported the Leagueds demand for Pakistan

movement on 19 February 1947. After thefdlie Unionists Ministry in the Punjab on 2

March 1947, it was now the only province of the proposed Pakistan where the League was

not in power. It was essential for the Leaguers to wrest it from the Congress control. The

movement continued till 4 Juneanththe Partition plan of 3 June was officially announced.

The Leaguers expressed their jubilation at the announcement and immediately called off the

agitation against Dr. Khan Sahibds ministr
Throughout the-¥Malch 1947 communal tension rapifibd iatehsh retaliation for the attack on
Muslims elsewhere in India and tribes began to launch attacks against settled districts, attackinc
Hindus, some of whom were kidnapped and forcibly converted to Islam. Simultaneausly, the Leagt
open defiance of the Congress ministry and utilized classic civil disobedience techniques of boyc
When rioting swept through Punjab, Peshawar began to suffer sabotage, arson (sometimes directe
and Hindu Religious bsilding bombs, all of which badly affected the life and economy of the city, par
its Hindu dominated trade. Badshah Khan said that the League was preaching hatred and his res
march 20,000 Red Shirts from all over the Provitycenimbocihredacted processions and patrolled the
streets and bazaars, restoring calm and greatly reassuring the minorities. Throughout March and A
came under increasing harassments and attacks by armeél League supporters.

According to an estate presented by Civil and Military Gazette Report of 1947, Since 20
March, about 7,000 Hindus and Sikhs, nearly a quarter of the minority population of
Peshawar city left for Punjab and other parts offhdia.

Another important tactics adopted by the Leagas the role of women in creating
agitation based on deception. Women members of the Muslim Leagkadook out
processions and attacked the government offices. The Pashtun code of conduct forbade the
use of physical force against women; theyitexplihe situation. The League women
organized numerous meetings and processions. No women agitator was arrested, physically
assaulted or harassed by the Congress ministry.

Musl im women demonstrations caused Khan Sa
were difficult to counter. There were no women police at that time and allowing men in
uniform to tackle the women would have been outrageous. The women demonstration
caught the Frontier Congress in a cultural trap.

Famous ©political s Erglisle wife plagred @ pronknkerd mle IN the n 6
womends protest demonstrations. She addres
districts of Kohat, Mardan and Peshawar.

The Black April:

Dera Ismail Khan Massacre

>" Mukulika Banerjee, Opcit,p. 186
%8 Civil and Military Gazette report, in the issue dated 3. 4. 1947, p.20
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The wave of attacks was initiatedHindus and Sikhs travelling from the other parts of the
province, and the Trahsdus Frontier District of Dera Ismail Khan. The Frontier adherents of the
Muslim League fell upon the handful of Hindus and Sikhs with the primitive fanaticism characteristic
of the Muslims of this aféa

The Frontier Muslim League started an agitation on the lines of the Punjab agitation -of January
February. This agitation included arson, murder and kidnapping of Hindus and Sikhs. Following the
Rawalpindi massacres and haptduring March/April, the entire Frontier Province was ablaze with
similar outrages against Hindus and Sikhs. The murders, looting and migration of the Hindu and Sikh
population spread over to D. I. Khan, Peshawar and Hazara District. Many shopkespers we
harmed by the angry mobs. Arson was reported and attempts were made to burn the godowns of
minority businessmen. In Dera Ismail Khan, armed men kidnappedéHindus.

In the Frontier Province, notwithstanding the genuine and heroic efforts of the Qdimigtygs

under Dr. Khan Sahib to stem the tide of communal warfare, it was discovered that the Muslim
League and the British officers made no efforts to stop these attacks. By April, a large number of
Hindus and Sikhs abandoned their homes and tookshetter refugee camps.

Armed mobs attacked Hindu and Sikh refugees in trains and buses many were killed. On 15 April,
the Frontier Government issued a statement:

OA Procession started from t he fdnet paities. Onee ague

party went towards the courts and the post office and caused damage to the buildings. The other f
the city and set fire to shops and residential houses in different parts of the town. Half of the city o
Khans burne. Last night unknown person who indulged in looting and arson raided the village of |
Dera Ismail Khan. Three persons were killed in Paora and 54 shops and houses were burned. F

raging in the village.

Raiders kidnappedHmdus, including women last night from Hayat Khel village, six miles from Pez
Bannu District. Ano® her Hindu women was mur d

The extent of the massive loss of innocent Hindus and Sikhs is not officially known or
recorded but according to unaHicsources about 400 shops and houses were burned.

From 1619 February, the situation in Dera Ismail Khan was very severe; looting and
burning was extensive and civilians were killed. Places of worship, houses and shops were
burned in Gomal area of DKhan?®

8 Gurbachan Singh Talib, Opcit,, p. 117
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Parshotam Mehra in his book details serious riots and mass killing in D. I. Khan. According
to him, 18 people were killed and 900 shops and private buildings were torched. From D. I.
Khan the riots spread to Tank and the entire town was burnt®own.
Khan Abdul Ghafar Khan took a very serious note of the situation and atrocities committed
on Hindus and Sikhs in the Frontier and accused the Frontier Governor Sir Olaf Caroe of
an open conspiracy with the Muslim League. He stated:
If the Governor samt can stop all lawlessness in the Frontier in two days, but how can he when he
guiding the violent and communal Leagé® movement.

3rd June Plan and Referendum

On 3 June, Congress and Muslim League parties agreed upon the Plan, in which a
referendum would be held in NWFP to determine which constituent assembly the Frontier
Province, would joinJawaharlal Nehru and the Congress waged a successful campaign for
the removal of Sir Olaf Caroe, Governor of NWFP. Nehru and Dr. Khan Sahib 8&emed

Olaf to be partial towards the Muslim League. Rob Lockhart replaced Sitt @ias.

under the new Governor, who enjoyed the confidence of the Congress Party in the Frontier
that the referendum would be held.

Khudai Kdbjectbdn thdt gircdes @ongress and the Muslim League agreed on
Partition and were bound by the Khudagr es s
Khidmatgarsthe Congress Working Committee), Congress accepted that NWFP would be
part of Pakistan, then holding a referendemed no purpose; in his opinion a referendum
would only worsen the existing communal and political tension and create an atmosphere of
confrontation.

The Muslim League and the British had their own motives; Muslim League was keen to
convey the impressidhat Pakistan had made its demand and th&thilgai Khidmatgars
opposed Pakistan, and because of this reason a referendum was necessary. There was
another reason for singling NWFP from the other provinces.

In all other parts of India, assembly memdbietise Muslim majority provinces were asked

to vote. Bengal and Punjab assemblies voted for the Partition and thus the provinces were
divided. Sindh assembly was asked to vote for Pakistan. The NWFP assembly could have
been asked also. The reason waswhvio NWFP, th&hudai Khidmatgesse in Majority

in the assembly. If they opted for Pakistan, the credit would have I§bondaiokhidmatgars

The Muslim League was not prepared to concede that credit and nor were the British.
Partition and Dismissalof Congress Ministry

The historians must ask a simple question: Why the colonial masters in NWFP called
referendum, when an elected assembly was in place. Its counterparts, Bengal and Punjab

% parshotam Mehra, Opcit, p. 112
% |bid p. 120
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were divided, their geography was changed but a referenduot ealkead, though the

situation demanded it; whether Bengalis or Punjabis wanted to be Partitioned or join any

state undivided. Only NWFP was asked to g

Muslim League and their British masters wanted a decoavat for their actio®n 22

August 1947, the Governor NWFP, under instruction from the Gov@emaral of

Pakistan dismissed the Congress ministry of Dr. Khan Sahib in the North West Frontier

Province.

Bacha Khan was bound by the Congress decikiere Was no need of a referendum. The

elected assembly was being subverted to give Muslim League political advantage in future

government irPashtodand. For Bacha Khan, a referendum was meaningful if it gave a

genuine choice to the electorate but wheras clear that iirpose was to bypass the

public opinion, it became a futile exercise. The elected representatives of the state boycotted

it. Khudai Khidmatgaese of the opinion that if the British were insistent on holding the

plebiscite despitdé general acceptance that NWFP would go to Pakistan, then following

the same principle of sditermination, the province should also have the freedom to a

third option, of an independent Pakhtoon land. Mountbatten, however, refused to include

this altenative. TheKhudai Khidmatghesided that between the available two options, the

decision was already made and the referendum was therefore pointless and they would

boycott itK h u d a i Ktdok tthisnas tthe demansl of the most popular politiciyd par

who had won an election and was in government in the state was ignored. It was solely

conducted to give the Muslim League a political credibility in'RIWFP

It is interesting to note that in Sindh, it would be decided by voting in the legislative

assemly, The NWFP was treated differently. Why were the people of NWFP not given the

right to decide their future through their

rejected the demand aktludai Khidmatgarmsounced that since the decision otitiear

had already been taken, they would boycott the referendum.

The dismissal was a |l egalized dictatori al

new oath seemed baseless. On the contrary, it is claimed that on the day, Sir George

Cunnindpam, the Governor of the Province, took the oath of allegiance. Dr. Khan Sahib

and his colleagues were invited to attend the ceremony but were not asked to tdke an oath.

On the behest of British Raj, the €ingvernor

of 11 August or the morning of 12 August. George Cunningham took over on 12/13

August, and at once called the Muslim League to form a government. His appointment as

governor was considered as constitutionally improper. Cunningham fully endbrdeed the

office stance:

(a) Dismissal without any choice of dissolution would be unconstitutional when the Ministry still
had a majority in the Legislature, and

 Ahmad SalimpPakistan of Jinnah: The Hidden Fadsghore: Brothers Publishers, 1993, p. 28
*"Ibid. pp, 2930
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(b) Section 93 was obviously not required for law and order purposes and so was also
unconstitution&.

The situation during Cunninghamb6s governol
violence in various parts of NWFP. The Muslim League lost ground and was convinced that

if there were an election, the Congress would win again. Even Cunninghanhatdheed t

Muslim League would still like to have a coalition of the Congress and Muslim League. In
order to materialize this objective, the grounds had already been prepared.

The Governor strong believed that Dr. Khan Sahib and his colleagues mighhdesign a
avoid the necessity of dismissal. Dr. Khan Sahib clearly preferred to do this but he was over
ruled by Mehar Chand Khanna and Qazi Ataullah. The premier intimated him that they had
decided not to quit. Cunningham dismissed his ministry.

Later that dayAbdul Qaiyum was sworn in as the head of ant@mber Ministry and took

over the alimportant portfolios of law and order as well as finance. The new Premier took
over the charge to restore law and order as well as confidence among the people. He pledged
that it would be his foremost duty to protect the life and property as well as legal rights and
privileges of the minoriti€&s.

The Partition Memories

Oral accounts of the Partition as described in the preceding paragraphs, illustrate different
accounts othe violence against the Hindus and Sikhs. From the eyewitness accounts and
interviews, it is evident that the lives of Hindus and Sikhs were protected during the
Partition struggle in the Frontier.

Rewr iting history fr omcam rotyring the coyrse of Sputhc t i v «
Asian history and geography in an unprecedented manner. Visitingisatiolgréhis issue

is required because perspectives are different. Responsible factors must be located to
evaluate the different aspects to ptheeonus on one force. Political and economic
organisation at regional level must be reassessed, and to understand the experiences and
emotions interwoven with the events during Partition. It is now proven fact from the oral
accounts that violence agathstnonMuslims was not as intensified as it is depicted in our
recorded history.

For many decades, the personal memori es O
displacement remained inside the private domain, to be shared and inherited within the
families as a personal legacy. It is only in the recent years that a large number of survivors
and their descendants began narrating their memories and personal experiences publicly. It is
argued that religion played a central and divisive role duritngnRartiin fact, it is either a

historical blame stemming from faulty information and analysis or a deliberate fabrication.

%8 3. Settar & Indira Baptista Gupta (e.d®angs of Partition, Vol 1, The Parting Waelih: Indian
Council of Historical Research, Delhi, 2002, p. 168
% Hindustan Times, 25August 1947
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Muslims, Hindus and Sikhs demonstrated that they were united during the first war of independence
in 1857; the joint struggle veaevolt that shook the foundations of British rule in India. For almost

a year, the entire province was free from colonial rule. Hindus and Muslim soldiers fought the British

soldiers. When people in Patna, Lucknow and Meerut revolted, broke opsratitegmlmed the

British armouries, they did not do it as Hindus or Muslims but as one people fighting a common and

hated enemy, the British.

The notion of Hindustan and Pakistan are not concepts given by the people. It was started when a
rebel adminisaition was formed and all its public manifestos were issued in the name of both
Hindus and Muslims. Hindus and Muslims were equally represented in the main governing bodies
and proclamations were issued in popular languages. Hindi and Urdu texts wect provid
simultaneously.

Millions of people found themselves on the wrong side of the border and hundreds of
thousands lost their lives during the mass migration and communal bloodshed. Generations
of families, whose lives were shaped by Partition, look baekratimatic events of 1947

and its impact 60 years later.

On September 4, 1947, Governor Cunningham recorded that violence was greater than before. The
attackers targeted the Hindu and Sikh settlers in various parts of the North West Frontier Province.
The numbers of attacks on Hindus and Sikhs increased steadily; some were isolated cases but most
were organized incidents. On 26 August in Haripur district, a large number of Hindus and Sikhs
were killed. Sikh and Hindu communities of district Mardataduad were also killed.

The international and national media quoted many incidents of the violence that took place during
Partition. The series of conflict broken out in various parts of the province engineered by armed
mobs. The large number of migrg Hindus and Sikhs were looted and maltreated; their properties
confiscated and assets looted. The convoys carrying women and children were not spared and most
were reported killed.

One of the Partition stories is linked with a distressing incidenichn a Sikh soldier accidentally

killed a Punjabi Muslim soldier. The aftermath of this incident was horrific and dreadful. Mobs killed
a large number of Hindus and Sikhs, looted and burnt down private property. This situation also had
a very negative iragt on the image and position of the ariny.

From the detailed study on this issue, it is now a known fact that the sense of separate
religious identities among the people became intense after the British conquest. Before that,
they lived without any commasness of majority and minority and in a spirit of tolerance.

s ngh, Uma, 1995, fi | n internatomal Studliésdol. 82nNp .2, pp.11616% ki st an o,

" parshotam Mehra, Opcit, p. 175
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Muslims were the first to feel the difference as a minority; social and economic reasons
initiated that feeling. Later, it was used as a political weapon.
Ironically, the very fears that liebe Muslims of India at that time are today a cause of
concern for the Hindus and Christians and other minorities of Pakistan. The only difference
is that the Indian Muslims began their political action with the demand for separate
electorates, while theligious minorities of Pakistan are pressing for joint ele¢torates
The Hindus, Christians, Parsees, Bahais and even the handful of Buddhists of Pakistan
wanted to live as an integral part of the Pakistani nation. They believe that their respective
faiths do not stop them from a mixed communal existence. The cultural and social fabric
was so strong that for decades the situation remained calm ané.friendly
The facts revealed during extensive interviews with Muslim and Hindu survivors from the
North Wes Frontier province that before Partition there was communal harmony among
Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims. The oral evidence recorded through interviews shows that:
OAl most nobody in the districts artitiegned;,muoh t he
less that they would have to abandon hearth and home. Hindus and Sikhs in the villages and in sr
Bannu and Kohat were equally unaware of what lay in store for them, although many of them
eastwards in the begimiagot h 741947 . 6

On the whole, communal interationship of Hindus and Sikhs with the Muslims in Kohat,

Bannu, and Peshawar was cohesive in nature. Even after Partition, there are many recorded

memories that the Muslims protected life and assets of thusloms. During Partition,

neighbours were almost never involved in the raids on Hindu and Sikh houses.

0The social fabric and communal har mony wa

this land, most of them associated wigdsshdtmislindus and Sikhs, however, owned some of tl

property in fhe city and the district. o

Children of all the communities studied together in the schools. Yar Mohammad Khan

narrated his personal experience that some of his Hindu and Sikh teaehexsellent

teachers. Children played and sat together in the schools and Hindu, Muslim and Sikh class

fellows spent time in Hindu temples during reétess.
0Though the news about e

r u p tthem wasdigfipin the rmrthe n c e
but as a community they coul

dnot under stand

72Gi | martin, Davi d, fiPartition, Paki st aTheJoanald Sout h
of Asian Studiesl 998, Vol. 57, No. 4, pp. 1069.

3 Ibid

" Interview with Mr. Gul Nawaz Khan, Bannu

75 Interview with Mr. Mohammad Khan, Bannu war

76 Interview with Mr. Yar Mohammad Khan, also interview with Sona Singh Peshawar
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and elders. They did not have any problems; they were one community. Most of the Hindu famil
Frontier after 1944

When Partition took place, they had to uproot and lost everything. They left the land where they
lived for centuries. The communal harmony between Hindu and Muslim people contributed in
bridging the gaps, the intl¥pendency of businessmen, consyrferaers and worker was the

main source that led to make a peaceful society before Partition.

Hindus and Sikhs were very rich and good businessmen, teachers and doctors and most of their
employees were Muslims. At the time of Partition, the employess daritheir masters and
demanded mon&y

o0Before Partition the economic activity i
predominantly controlled province. The role of Muslims was limited to the agricultural
sector. Hindus and Sikh communitfelstablished business base and they
understood the a¥t of dealing business ma

Social interaction among Muslims and Hindu community in the Northern Province was of
very significant in nature. They lived in harmony and respect was given tdvislintm
Non-Musl ims and Muslims participated in each
each other. They always supported each other in time of trouble and difficulties. Neither
Hi ndus nor Musl ims interf eregahe was alleveccth ot h
follow his religion and practice freely without limitations. Muslim and Hindus even ate in the
same pdf

The significant and vital role of the minorities in the creation of Pakistan and their pre
Partition contribution cannot be agad. The overall attitude of the Hindus and Sikhs was

very constructive.

0They pl ay e dPakistaprols. iThey alse plaged d reraarkabte oole in many professi
activities. There were Hindu doctors and teachers in mosiradhtiracaroolsthtiiee fellow
Muslim teachers and with the students can be termed as very compassionate and ideal. They
equal terms. They served the community and performed their duties without any discriminatic
grodnds. 6

The Nawaband Khanslso made tremendous efforts in the uplift of communal harmony.

The overall attitude of the business class, mostly dominated by the Hindus was also very
friendly towards the Muslim community. Muslim neighbours of the area also dupporte
them in their domestic and other affairs of normal d&y life.

" Interview with Mr. Ghulam Gul, Bannu,
78 1hi
Ibid
9 Interview with Mr. Mir, Taus
8 Interview with Mr. Haoon Sarab Diyal, Peshawar also interview with Shiyam Babu, Nowshera
#nterview with Azizur-Rehman Sarhadi
#nterview with Gul Aslam Khan, Kohat, also interview with Shiyam Babu, Nowshera
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The Partition of Indiasubcontinent engulfed this communal harmony and caused a drift in

the social fabric that had existed for centuries. Riots broke out across the country, whereas
the sitiation before the Partition was very peaceful. There were maviystion families

who decided to stay in Pakistan because of their historical roots because their ancestors
came to this region hundreds of years ago. Among them, Miss Shakuntala Ksgtted in

at that time decided not to leave their homeland. They lived in harmony with Muslims and
had friendly relationsHip.In the aftermath of Partition struggle, angry mobs killed many
Hindus.

oln this sad epi s odee wasfverysignificamtrandeencouragirey. They pravided fi
protection to them, and always reached and apprehettdée tiezathysitredmtsl population never intended
to wage such attacks on the Hindus. Hindu or Sikh communities whHdzdratandeBa very peace

l oving and they neither par®icipated nor suppo

Hindu and Sikh places of worship were secured and not targeted in the most of the areas,
although there were some incidents in which mahgioholy places were desecrated. In
the wake of Partition, the reaction of the Muslim community was responsive and retaliatory
because of the atrocities committed against the Muslims in India. That is why a Hindu or
Sikh found alone was prone to a seratangét
Apart from the business class, most of the Hindus were teachers or associated with the
medical profession. There were two famous Hindu doctors. They were very good doctors
and provided treatment to their patients without any fee, but onjyecchthem for
medicines sometimes they provided medicines free Bf cost.
Resident of Peshawar, Mr. Sona Singh narrated the historical roots of the Sikh and Hindu
communities in the region. Sikh community in particular, settled in Tirah during the reign of
Emperor Aurangzeb. He recalled the memories of Partition:
0OAt the time of Partition, [ was quite younog
attacked, our Muslim brothers saved our lives. | also heard from my eddatisahatdesykilfenu
during these riots but the attitude of the Mushos|withwas very affectionate and peaceful. They neve
interfered in our reli®ious matters and holy

When the Pakistan was created, Hindu residevednto India. Most of them were
transported in busses. TKieaksansrotected the Hindus and Sikhs in Rawalpindi. There are
many heroic incidents when Muslims saved t
role in protecting the lives of Hindus aatnime ignored. He was very an active member of

the Congress committee and had strong affiliations and loyalty to the Congress. His act of
bravery would always be remembered when he would confront and challenge the angry mob

8 Interview with Shakuntala, Peshawar

% |bid

% Interview with Ragsh Kumar, Mardan

8 Interview with Mr. Gul Aslam Khan, Bannu and interview with Mr. Gul Nawaz Bannu

87 Interview with Mr. Khan Shirn and Interview with Mrs. Altaf Afzal and Arbab Hamayun Khan,
Peshawar

8 An interview with Mr. Sona Singh, Peshawar
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alone. He saved the lives of tdiadu girls who were returning home from schools, when

two scoundrels attacked them. He escorted the girls safely to their home.

It was a time of peace and harmony. Each individual within the society shared and played a
vital role as a responsible hirearer of communal harmony. People considered it their

moral duty to help other in need. There was communal harmony among Muslims and
Hindus and respect for sacred places of worship. Muslims never attacked their places of
worship and nor they had made attgmpt on the mosques.

Diljleet Chodhury referred to another historic and significant event, in which lives of
Muslims and Hindus were saved; recalling his memories about the loyalties of Pathans, he
narrated the remarkable incident of trustworthineBsitamn Singh Chowdhury, who was
commissioned into th& Battalion of the 11th Sikh Regiment. He narrated:

The life of his servant Lal Khan, in the aftermath of Partition was not safe because of the m
Pritam Singh ordered his batmamltal iéhan to Pakistan because his life was in danger in Indie
Lal Khan refused to leave and opted to serve his superior. Pritam Singh had to order him at gur
for Pakistan; such was the loyalty of the Pathan. Narrating amoithed Stony Mesliies rescued

his mother when she was in Rawalpindi. She was caught by a mob and rescued by his Musli
To save his life he had to shave his Kais and Beard. With the help of Muslim neighbours, he c
in December 1948. Baslhe wafadari (faithfulness) of th&neighbours

Survivor of the Haripur massacre, Manmohan Singh Kohli narrates his story in which his life among
other Hindus and Sikhs was saved from the angry mobs. In the wake of serious tension and violence,
the families of Hindus and Sikhs were shifted to the Kakul Military camp near Abbottabad, which
was a refugee base. He narrates his story:

A train carrying soldiers of the Pakistan Army pulled up opposite our train. A few men of the Baloct
came out. Weught all these soldiers were sent to kill us. The mob of Muslims was now within a
distance. Who would ultimately take our lives? Baloch soldiers or the mob? It did not make any diffe
was mentally prepared to accept theniwoistmix sfficer, apparently the battalion commander, alightec
from the train. In utter disbelief, my father, who had just completed the ardaas, recognized him. He v
than Brigadier (later Field Marshal) Ayub Khan. Though he beRetgethtnealiddaripur, he had a

house quite close to ours in Haripur and was a good friend of my father. My father, on seeing him,
the train with joy and rushed to him. After a warm embrace, my father hurriedly apprised him of th
Ayub Khan saw the mob approaching and acted swiftly. Soldiers were ordered to encircle the train :
the mob. Within minutes the mob disappeared. The firing from the railway statidvieowibiang also stopy
grateful to them for saviingiur

¥ Memoryf rom, BBC London, Diljeet Chowdhuryoés memories
days between 01/06/1947 and 03/06/1948, for more detail please see,
http://www.bbc.co.uk/dna/memoryshare/southyorkshire/A25616298

% Manmohan Singh Kohli, Trainto linda, i n Ar n &astdo West A dooreey Arsund the
World, by Oxford University Press, London, 1958. P4 1
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0oSituation in the Hazara area was also not
Partition mass migration was quite obvious but there were many Hindu and Sikh families living in
Batagram and Dam Taur whmoptedtay r a®ther t han migrate. 6

Mr. Khan Shireen further describes the story of harmony and peaceful coexistence among
Muslims and NoiMuslims in the Frontier province:
0ODuring Partition when riots brropkenceorenanedn Pu
peaceful; no one was harmed or killed. Hindus, who migrated to India, returned a few months after
to collect the valuable they had left behMdslithe wbo remained in Pakistan had freedom to practice
theirownire§i on. Those who | ef2t their homel and wer

This social and communal harmony among the Muslims atluslims during Partition

period was not just limited to the village or district level. The overall attitude of the Muslims,

in most of thesettled districts of Frontier province was very good. One of the factors

involved in this harmony was the s@gonomic intedependency among Muslims and

Non-Muslims, as the navluslims and Hindus dominated the business and trade in most of

the districs.*
OHi ndu and Muslims were friendly with each o
Hindu shops in Ander Bazar (interior market). In the wake of Partition, Hindus and Sikhs, the dol
business class left the Peshawaratimer shstricts. When the violence escalated in different parts of
province, there were many Muslims who came to the forefront and saved many Hindus and Sikhs
them shelter, food and i m many case tried to

In the same context, Sardar Kuljit Singh Khurana, survivor of the Partition violence,
managed to cross the border without any injury, explained his detailed account. The facts
revealed gave a clear picture of his experiences of Partition:

0 The s uidgdvasicompensated by the belief that migration was only temporary and it |
endure the violence, which was political and not culturally or religiously motivated. | remembel
women and children, the memories of refugee sptheyszadsaiiporder crossing and nostalgia
for preartition bonds between Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus. Despite problems, many Hindus a
managed to cross the border in order to save their lives. In this regard, the Muslim neighbou
payed a very significant role in providing
Bel onging to a rich and f amou sofleaviagstheie ss c |
home district Mardan where they lived in peace and harmoniewitMuaslim friends.

They left for Amritsar with the impression that they would return in a few weeks. When
violence erupted across province, his familyillingly decided to move from their town
Hoti-Mardan (where majority of Sikhs were settled) tasammuslim men escorted them

L An Interview with Mr. AzizUr-Rehman Sarhadi, Dhadial
92 An Interview with Mr. Khan Shireen, Mansehra

% An Interview with Arbab Hamayun Kin, Peshawar

 An Interview with Mr. Inayat Masih Gohar, Peshawar
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with special orders from the local influential people to protect the lives of Sikhs and if
someone intends to kill one Hindu, in response kill 10 Maslims

This single instance gives ample justification of the level of maimnaumony and
friendship among the nduslims and Muslims in the Frontier province. There was minor
trouble in District Nowshera, which was under British control.

Some Hindu and Sikh families were forced to move to Indian Punjab during PartitiomerEhere
also reports that some were killed during the struggle. TMuslims never wanted to leave their
towns as they had lived for centuries.

00One of the |1 ocal Hi ndu Busi nessmen, Bi s|
the focus of my attentionhidds &remember his shop full of sweets. He was a good

and a fair businessman; his shop was always full of people because his fair prices and
affectionate character. | saw the horrific scenes of flames emerging from his shop, which
was burnt by theyamgb. At that moment, | felt as though my life was ablaze. |

witnessed with grief when his shop was looted. When Partition happened, they migrated
and lost everything. | cannot forget it. His shop was my whole universe. As a child all |
could do was kooady one thing, why? Why was his shop burnt? That shop was not

an ordinary shop but occupied a very special place in my life, just like other children, it
fascinated my childhood friends and me. MuMusSmnrmbmonunity used to

buy sweetsfromhi | t was not only the Bishan Das6s
our chil dhood. 6

He further elaborated:

ol still remember my friends and feel S
forefathers also remember the love, care and affectibe sielfeslibetween

and Muslim community. There were Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims in our area and they

al | |l ooked& after each other. 6

The communal harmony in NWFP lasted for many years. Muslims and Hindus had a strong bond
among them, especially during theioekgfestivals. After Partition, the Hindu and Sikh families

who left Peshawar, still remembers their strong connection to Peshawar. Famous India film actors
such as, Pirtihvi Raj, Dilip Kumar, Rishi Kapoor, Raj Kapoor, and Sagar Sarhadi had strong
affilition with the city of Peshawar and its people:

0They still speak, Hi ndko (Il ocal |l anguage
with the people of Peshawar has strong roots. They had ancestral links in Peshawar.

% sardar Kuljit Singh Khurand&scape without Injury from the NWFP to Amritsiar)an Talbot with
Darsham Singh Tatla (ed.), Epicenter of violence and Memories from Amritsar, Delhi, 20080 p34
% An Interview with Mr. Younas Qiyasi, Peshawar

" Ibid
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These prominent actors visitedenamyl shared their love and affiliation with the

people of Pakistan. Many of them still remember their neighbours. On his visit to
Peshawar, Dilip Kumar wished to visit his ancestral birthplace and had tears in his
eyes. Anil Kapoor and Rishi Hspedited Pakistan and particularly Peshawar.
Before returning, t¥%hey took a handful of

This communal harmony was based on centuries old relations. Community structure and inter
relationship was based on human values.

The people to pgbe contact can bridge the gap between the two countries and also guarantee
lasting peace between the Hindus and Muslims. In this regard, mutual dialogue between the people
of both the countries is essential. The political division divided the natibonarimdt diminish the

love, affection and harmonious relationship that still prevail in the hearts of the people. It is not
based on political or ideological affiliation but on human values and personal contacts.

Case Study 3:
Sindh: Partition and Peace

The harmony among the Hindus and Muslims of Sindh, established over centuries became perilous
due to many traditional and rAwmaditional factors. Traditional factors included the economic
exploitation of Sindhi Muslim at the hands of Hindu moneylerueBritish Civil Code offered
protection to the Hindanialmoneylender). It jeopardized the continuity of -w@ent social
infrastructure of Sindhi people. Related to these were tiraditonal threats that directly affected

the lives of the peapl They included social unrest caused by communal hatreds; increasing poverty
amongst the Muslims as well as threats to human lives from disturbances and riots; incidents of riots
in 1831, Larkana riots in 1928, Masjid Manzilgah issue.

Si ndhds from Banbay tpiesidancy left the Sindhi Hindus discontented because their
economic and political interests would be at stake in a government dominated by Muslims. Partition
of Sindh did not prove to be beneficial to the ordinary Sindhi, the stams(tehant) never
changed. Although, he underwent a change of masters, from Hindu capitalists td/atiests
(landlords).

This study identifies the key factors that increased communal bitterness and then systematically
explores the changes that directlcidtl the lives and social obligations of the individuals.

It assesses the communal atmosphere after the Partition of 1947. The absersxeatsf \anignce

made the Sindhi experience different from that of the Punjabis and Bengalis. Sindhi Hindus were
alarmed because of the measures adopted by Sindhi Muslims wielding political power during pre and
postPartition time. An assessment is also made about the influx of refugees M dBimdah.
Nationalism was promulgated and Sindhi culture and its cudigerople became handicapped at

the hands of people from Punjab and India.

% |bid.
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Relative Isolation and Communal Fabric:

Sindh enjoyed religious, cultural and social harmony. Historically, Sindh acquired a rural character but
this did not prevent the estahiigent of important pockets of urban development, which grew as
administrative centers linked to trade. Daybul, Lahri Bandar and Karachi became the most
important ports on the Indian Ocean. The importance of River Indus as a major channel of
commerce thraggh Sindh encouraged the establishment of towns and cities along the river.

Lines of communication in Sindh ran from east to west, linking the subcontinent with Western Asia
through the Bolaryiula and Lak Phugeasses which led from Sindh into Balochistaportant

caravan routes also crossed the Thar Desert to destinations in the Rajputana States and the coastal
regions of Kacch, Kathiawar and Gujarat. Towns developed alongside, acting as trading centers and
refueling stations for tradé&s.

The mountaimanges of Kohistan and the Eastern desert proved effective barriers and Sindh
remained relatively isolated from events taking place in northern India. Arabs conquered
Sindh and it remained under Muslim politi,
never got drawn into the wider political framework of Northern India during the period of

the Delhi Sultanates or the Mughals. Sindh was ruled either by local tribes§uikeothe

and theSammax by the semindependent representatives of governnembse centres

of power |l ay in Kabul or Del hi . The prese
their main concern and they delegated authority to local power holders in order to achieve
their aim. This pattern of political control remained iyrtuachanged right up to the time

of the British arrival: the Talpur Mirs ruled Sindh at the time of the British conquest in 1843
under the Afghan autonomous kings but in practice, they like their eighteenth century
Kalhorpar edecessorsdentubedhiaef §i ndepen

As far religious harmony in Sindh is concerned, Hindus and Mustiristexd in relative

har mony for decades. Sindhdés relative i sol
view. As a Omarginal & r e gsiobonthodow Hireluissménda wa y
influenced only indirectly by strongly centralised Muslim states, Sindh developed its own
distinctive religious character. Before the advent of Islam, a mixture of Buddhism and
Hinduism dominated religion in Sindh. The bulk dlisuconversions were performed by
sufiswhich meant that popular Islamic practice in Sindh displayed strongly mystical and
synergetic trends. Sin@ufismwvas a harmonious blending of both Vedantic and Islamic
cultures and is exmemplli fan dneint hSac haal Hisn daw
evening prayer of a Sindhi was: 0God6&s bl e
Sindhi Hindus bowed without hesitationdimrgahand Sindhi Muslims spontaneously
referred to God agaruna Zindah Pir.

Therefore, even when the province became predominantly Muslim, Hindus and Muslims
continued to share much of the same cultural framework and many of their religious

“'HUGES, A. W. A Gazetteer of the Province of Sjthrachi, 1876, p. 85
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practices overlapped. By the nineteenth century, Sindhi Muslims outnumbered Hindus by
three to one. With the exception of ldsahailandMemogroups, Hindus made up the bulk

of the trading and commercial community and dominated the economic matrix. Although,
economically, administratively and even politically, communities changed pasitions
Hindus, especialbaniakad a firm grip on the economy of the province. The social effects

of rural debt were aggravated in Sindh because the creditors were almost all Hindu, the
debtors almost all Muslim. The British rule initiated critical chantjes relationship
between debtors and creditors, especially by conferring full property rights on landholders.
This put them in possession of a valuable asset, which increased their creditworthiness. The
catch was that creditors could seize their lanectwver their money, a power that was
unthinkable in pr8ritish times.00

This gave creditors the opportunity to acquire land ché&ulgradid not generally have a

strong business sense. They could not appreciate the commercial value their land had
aquired. Expressing their status through the size of their estates rather than the efficiency of
their husbandry, they often sacrificed profits to buy additional tracts of unproductive land,
mortgaging themselves in the process. According to Britishsoftiigaleft them prey to
predatorybaniasForbidden by their religion to lend money on interest, Muslims had
traditionally left all financial affairs to the Hindu minority. The Hindus had established a
reputation as shrewd merchants and bankers gddxythe majority community.

Most of the Muslims lived in the rural areas, earned their livelihood from the land and were
largely illiterate. Although ma®gyethmilies lived in towns, it was the countryside, which
provided the basis of the powerofisd h 6 s r @irshelprigiogusimpertant shenes
wielded enormous social influence and people who did not piaae theimurshidere
considered nohelievers. Thugjrand thedargaprovided the main transmission belt along
which Islameached the people of the region. This process of conversion made such a deep
impact that intense devotion fsufisaints and their lines of descendants became the
hallmarks of religious practice in Sih@th

The resultant harmony of communal relations lenddluable economic service rendered

by the different communities to the province as a whole held prospects of undisturbed
continuity of the status quo. Regional attachment was considered more important than
communal consciousness. Even during the Batiabk, the Hindu community joined

hands with the ruling Muslims to offer a stern resistance. Although the history of Sindh
marks relative communal harmony unrivalled in the northern part of #ensaént,

certain levels of ambivalence were also dgratd in the HindWuslim relationship

through incidents like riots of 1831, Larkana riots in 1928, Masjid Manzilgah issue and so on.
Thus, it becomes imperative to consider these issues in detail for a true understanding of the
constituents of the sogmwlitical and economic fabric of Sindh.

Hindu -Muslim Riots of 18311930

10 Regulation V of 1827, Chapter V, Section 15, The Bombay Code, 7
191 ANSARI, Sarah F.D., Sufi Saints: a Staewer, Vanguard, 1992, p. 13
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In 183132 HinduMuslim riots broke out in Nussarpur. Built in 989 by Nasir Muhana, about
sixteen miles northeast of Hyderabad, the town was the residence of ihfigantidhwab

These riots were caused over a Hindu boy who was badly treated by his teacher and the Muslims
gave him refuge in a mosque. This infuriated the Hindu community and the Hindu shopkeepers of
the town closed their shops against Muslims. The Hindus psatelyed in this manner because

the population was dependent on them for necessities. The Muslims retaliated by polluting the wells
used by the Hindus. Seth Naomul Hotchuand states that the next day a man called Sayed Nooral
Shah walked through the bazasawe ar i ng at Hi ndus. Hot chaundds
protested and argued with the Sayed against his unbecoming conduct. Nooral Shah charged
Parshram with blasphemy; he stated that Parshram had abused him and the Prophet (PBUH). He
visited Tatta, Sin Bandar, Mathiari, Halla and Hyderabad, stirring Muslims and solieiting co
operation and aid from every true Muslim in the name dfdren.This incited the religious
sentiments in Muslims who consequently gathered against the Hindus.

Parshram moveddm Sindh to Jessulmere. The Muslims assembled in large numbers at Hyderabad,
raised a clamour, and prevailed upon Mir Muradali to address Seth Hotchaund to send his son
Parshram to Hyderabad. Parshram was not in Karachi; therefore Seth Hotchaund pyoceeded
Hyderabad accompanied by two thousand Hindus. The Mir referred the cas®iteothe
Nussarpur. At Nussarpurthezd oubt i ng the Muslimsd intentions
or to permit a discussion at his place. The Muslims, howevbly tdted away Seth Hotchaund

and went to Tatta and Bagani, a town in the Shah Bandar Division. In Bagani, the Muslims began to
meditate upon his circumcision and conversion to Islam by force.

In the meantime, Mir Muradali was apprised of their intentite repented immediately and Seth
Hotchaund was set free, thus, ending the episode of riots in Nus3arpur.

The colonial era, starting in 1850 in Sindh, no doubt changed the status of Hindu moneylenders as
British law gave them protection and stabdi#ynat the creditors. Hindus filed a number of cases
against Muslim debtors in the courts. The accusations and counter accusations in this regard were
indicative of communal antagonisms, which sporadically erupted into violence. The occasional
conversion bHindus to Islam was a common trigger for public disturbances. It provoked angry
claims from representatives of the Hindu community that force was used. This was a measure of
their increased security since they would hardly have dared an open chatiesggesitime an issue

if the British were not present to intervene. Muslim representatives angrily refute the charges and the
debate was taken to the streets. Disputes over conversions provoked riots in Sukkur in 1872, in the
Sehwan area in 1884, in Hgdad bazaar for no apparent reasons. A dispute over playing music in a
temple in Thattha provoked violence in 1I&%1.

192BHOJWANI, Rao Bahadur Alumul Trikamdas (tdlemoirs of Seth Naomul Hotchar@xford 1982,
pp.6467

193 District Sup. Police, to Collr,. Hbad., 26 Aug, 1882 (P.S.C., J.D., file 1, 1882, vol. II. Pt. Il, compn. 47,
78-84; Comm, Sindh, note, n.d. (As quoted by CHESSMAN, Daliandlord Power and Rural

Indebtness in Colonial Sindh 1863901, Curzon, p. 185
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In 1893, aMoharrarmprocession in Sukkur turned into an-Himidu riot and the Hindu Town
Inspector of Police was badly beateh.

These costituted evidence of friction between the two communities, but there were no specifically
antibaniaiots in Sindh, which took place in Deccan in 1875.

In March 1928, Hinduslim riots broke out in Larkana. The riots were caused by the activities of
the Hindu fundamentalists of ti&huddhi, Arya Samaf HinduMahasabhglovements. The
members searched t he c¢ oun tshugdlguriiyy any persohitheyd and
suspected who had converted from Hinduism. A Hindu convert woman, maraiesimtill
landowner in a village near Dokri in Larkana District for more than fifteen years and the mother of
several children was reportedly kidnappedripg Samajistorkers. Her family requested the
Collector to issue a warrant. The police brought harkana but the Collector was very indecisive

and kept her ammana(i.e. in trust) in the house of a local notable, Nawab Lahori. The Collector
delayed taking action to diffuse the situation and it escalated into a confrontation. The husband and
the chidren of the woman complained and asked for her return but the Larkana administration took
no notice.

The incident caused great resentment in the villages around Larkana. The police action was
considered an attack on the home and family of a respectal®enumber of villagers entered the

town to cause a disturbance and precipitated a minor riot. The extremist elements, particularly the
workers of HindiMahasabhattacked any Muslim they found alone. In the scufflejisixtgeople

were injured, eleweMuslims and the rest were Hindus, but one Hindu died as a result of his
injuriesL05

Under pressure from Hindu political workers, the police arrested a large number of indiscriminate
suspects. The Muslims felt helpless and unprotected. The most in\bostantleaders of the
town, Sir Shahnawaz Bhutto and Nawab Lahori refused to come out of their houses. However,
Khuhro responded immediately. He protested to the magistrate about his extremely arbitrary actions
of arresting Muslims without proof on théds of their opponents and enemies. He immediately
organized a relief committee.

The Defense Committee succeeded in the release of the arrested people, except ten leading
citizens who were committed to the Sessions Court.

The communal friction and extrist organizations like tBduddiindMahasabhdovements were
bent upon stirring up communal trouble. This case was the beginning of the strife between Hindu
and Muslim communities in Sindh.

Difficulties arose in other towns as both the communitgsiaed themselves for confrontations

with each other strictly on communal and religious lines. Hindu households were armed and young
men were trained for combat. The atmosphere was charged with hostility and the failure of the
extremists in Larkana wagaeled as a defeat, which had to be avenged. The tactic of the communal
organizations was to create tension with displays of arms and militancy. Vociferous newspaper
propaganda depicted Hindus as victinjgtofr 6 uncout hd Mus!l i mdationThe ma

194 CHEESMAN, Op.cit., p. 185
195 KHUHRO, HamidaMohammad Ayub KhuhroA Life of Courage in Politigserozsons, 1998, p.73
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remained involved and helpless because the bureaucracy was Hindu and influenced the higher levels
of administrative system.

From 1929 to 1931, there were frequent incidents of violence particularly in Sukkur, one of the major
commercial centers &indh. The Hindu community was in a majority in the town and more
aggressive in their proselytizing. In August 1930, an incident occurred in Sukkur, in which Muslims
were beaten and injured by Hindus. Muslims of surrounding villages poured intmtheeriyet

the outrage. This resulted in a riot and incidents of looting in the city. The administration, following
the Larkana pattern, made mass arrests of the villagers and charged them with the most serious
crimes. There was a public outcry about policeidation and use of force against the suspected
people.

Anot her el ement , whi ch contributed t o t he c
exclusiveness©o, which restricted sociaaghhootr el at i
or odwechables.d This was not confined to the 1o
and eatingwithneHi ndus . During the British O6neutral 6 r
hand, 6religious excl usi v e msesoson Caperation candt i nto

KhilafaMovements unleashed an intolerant mood in India.

Inter-communal marriages were absolutely taboo. However, in the rural areas it was a fairly common
practice that lower caste tribal girls were sold by their pareptioldiemen to well off villagers

who converted and married them. BtauddhnMovement, therefore, not only threatened such
households (at least half a dozen in a big village,) but also created communal hatred far greater than
the actual number of peopféeated106

The century old British rule saw erosion of the traditional social equations in Sindh and created raw
edges in the relationship of the Hindu and Muslim communities. To a large extent, this was the result
of the new legal and taxation systevhich allowed thiearisand small landholders to fall into debt
and worse, lose the land, which was the sole source of their livelihood. Those suffering the hardships
of the new system found a ready scapegoat batiieand the urban businessmen. Tiwving
power of the latter and their intrusion into agriculture, where they became owners of large tracts of
land and orchards, led to resentments across the spectrum of the traditional rural society.

Economic Matrix and role of the Moneylender

The SindhMu s | i ms trembl ed bef or -pen® hhe Hitdlubanththe mon e y |
trader and moneylender tyrannized the debtor, imposing harsher and inequitable terms. The Muslim
zamindawas the perennial debtor. Debt was an intolerable burden on Ssighs Mugeneral and
theWaderan particular.

Hindus took advantage of the protection provided by British rule and establish themselves as
landholders. Evidence was provided in 1896 by an investigationdnto esip r @ikages frommt i v e &

1% KHUHRO, Op.cit., 185
7BURTON, Sir Richard, Sindh Revisted, vol. 1, p.26ifed in CHEESMAN, Op.cit., p. 161
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each of thdorty-seven irrigatethlugas Sindhto8 The Report estimated that Hindus held twenty

eight percent of the occupied area in -B895This represented a revolution in land ownership
because half a century earlier, they had virtually nothing. MoreoweB0839 acres, which they
acquired in the selected villages betweer91889d 18996, only 7,683 acres, roughly a quarter

was new land; 24,143 acres was taken from Muslims. Another fifteen percent of the land was
mortgaged to them. Altogether, then,1B96, Hindus owned fortywo percent of the occupied

areao®

The growth of indebtedness had potentially serious political consequences. People who lost their
land or witnessed the suffering of indebted neighbours might lose faith in the British iReghiThey

cease to cooperate over crime and taxation matters; they might even oppose the British authorities.
British officers, therefore, developed a skeptical viban@gegarding them as troublesome and

bent on eroding the foundations of the Britismiabtration. The political sensitivity of debt
increased with time. It became explosive in the twentieth century, when Muslim indebtedness fuelled
resentment against Hindaniagoosting the popularity of the Pakistan Movement.

Significance of credit @conomic development cannot be denied. Some moneylenders were greedy
but it was necessary to lend money so cultivation could céfitinue.

Baniasvere tradesmen and their interest in land grew out of their trading activitiadaS8erae

hoped to boost thieizzat(respect) through large holdings but they were more interested in land as

an investment. It guaranteed access to raw materials. Hindu merchants were keen to start their own
far ms. Much of the profit gai rbasdd o theoproduteloke gr o
Sindhi farms, was invested in land. To keep a low overhead, they preferred smaller and concentrated
land holdings than Muslikis.

As merchants, Hindus were middlemen. They bought produce from the cultivators at the threshing
floor; kept a certain amount for retailing locally and the rest was sold to the dealers. As traders, they
were a natural source of credit, providing the investments that enabled agriculture to develop. The
system evolved to suit those engaged in trade. Thentesavaed time and labour and it provided

the baniawith secure trading contacts. Naturally, the producers were at a disadvantage but they had
little choice. They did not have connections among the large dealers. Secondly, they could not selling
their praluce and regulate their accounts at the same time. Before they sold their produce in the
open mar ket and paid off the seasonbds debt s. I
the season as they were at the start.

Transactions problems arose wtienfarmers sold their produce. First, lihriagstablished the
value of the crop, with reference to the price they expected to sell in the market and it was compared
with the outstanding debts. The money credited to the cultivator representedaheedifésween
the value attributed to the crop and the debt owed. The calculations were complicated by fluctuations
in price throughout the year. The cultivator borrowed seeds at the beginning of the season, when

1% COMMR., Sindh, To Govt., Bombay, Aug. 12, 1896, Note A (P.G.D., R.D.L., 1899 Jb&c., Confi.
7989

199 CHEESMAN, Op.cit., p.162

10 CHEESMAN, op.cit., p.163

M bid. p.164
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prices were high and repay at harvest wimen prices were low. Thanianaintained a record of

the prices prevailing at different times. As one can imagine, the arithmetic was extremely confusing,
6even i f the bania was h o rewith ilitaratedcliets who weérea k i n g
ignorant of business matters, tamiasisually twisted the record to their own advantage and
succeeded in buying produce at excessively loWetatesn if the client were literate, it made little
difference because accounts were keppiecabsbanicsindhi script, which was incomprehensible

to most norbanias.

Hindus occupied an ambiguous place in Sindhi society. Evan James gave an interesting account of
the improved circumstances of the Hindus. Sindhi Hindus in the 1870s had anfedreo

Muslims; they were fearful to ride horses because it might offend the superior community. When
James returned to Sindh as Commissioner in the 1890s, he noticed that the Hindus, who two decades
earierhad never dr e ame del adw bestridk igaod horaes gshheir firmer Blogh ntastars,
never thought of al i glddlsiamdgeligioos pist@es, hsranhatkedpwere 0t T
now openly displayed in shops and temples, something that would have ngablardhiing his

earlier time in Sind#

The old order was changing to the advantage of Hindus. Lewis Mountford, the Manager of
Encumbered Estates, accused Hindus of deliberately enforcing their power as a community through
the civil courts. Most of thelsordinate judges were Hindus. Mountford claimedanédtook a

warped view of reasonable interest charges, tending to be overly sympathetic towards the claims of
creditors. In other words, Hindus ran the courts for Hiélus.

When it came to crimes amgiHindus, there is little doubt tWeaderasere unwilling to assist the

British authorities to enforce justice. Since British rule depended on the influen¥dadkths,

matters that reduced their willingness to collaborate were potentially @ ttveiatrule. The

problem was acute in the Hyderabad region.

Evan James warned in the 1890s that good relations between Hindus and Muslims would break
down all over the province. This was a result of the improved social position of Hindus and Muslim
resatment at the working of the Civil Ca&fen this context the Sindh government tackled the
problem of indebtedness. At worst, it seemedamiddeprived indebted/aderasf their land and
therefore, of their power. At best, indebtedness createdeeliag dmongvaderaand a sense of
disenchantment with British rule. The Sindh authorities accordingly devoted themselves to relieving
the debts of the Muslim landed magnategadirda@nd greatamindars.

However, the new circumstances enhancedede roots of communal harmony. All Sindhis
initiated a number of movements against the British during the second and third decades of the 20th
century. For instance, the Movement for separation of Sindh from Bombay Presidency resulted in
Si n ddhiévemat of provincial autonomy under the last Reforms Act of 1935.

Separation of Sindh from Bombay Presidency

12 gettlt. Offr. 6 Jan, 1873 (B.N.S. 194), Kotri S.R., 38

13 Depy. Collr., U.S.F., To Commr, Sindh, July 18, 19€ited in Cheesman

14 Commr. Sindh, Note, n.d., (B.S.C.) JD, File 1, 1894, vol. Il, pt. 1, compn. 23, para 3
15 CHEESMAN, Op.cit., p. 165

18 Commr. Sindh, Note, n.d., (B.S.C.) JD, File 1, 1894, vol. Il, pt. 1, compn. 23, para 3
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The separation of Sindh from the Bombay Presidency was one of the major issues in the first few
decades of 20th century. Sindh was part of the Béirdmglency with a large and populous region
including Maharashtra and Gujarat and an overwhelmingly Hindu population. However, constituted
as a separate province, Sindh had a Muslim population of over 75 percent. Therefore, it was a
guestion of Muslim righ It was also an important issue for the bureaucracy of the Bombay
Presidency and they were unwilling to let go an administrative prize and its related privileges. This
debate was conducted on the financial issues. The Bombay officials argued watl&imahbe

financially viable and ssifpporting and it would be unable to repay the debt incurred for the
construction of Lloyd Barrage at Sukkur, (under construction at that time). This was a strong point
with the opponents of separation.

Although int he sy Byarehfi aowfas6 i ntroduced in the Refor ms
representation in the Bombay Legislative Council, its constitutional position remained essentially
unchanged. In view of this, Sindh leaders continued their efforts fongutépart from lobbying

the Bombay government, Rais Bhurgri and his friends came to the conclusion that the issue must be
brought to all India political forums. All India National Congress was aware of the issue since 1913
and All India Muslim League veaked to play its part.

In December 1925, in its seventeenth session Muslim League passed the resolution that Sindh should
be separated from Bombay and constituted into a separate province.

A number of dramatic political events took place in Indise anith of World War 1, including
Jallianwala Baghident andKhilafatind NorCooperation Movements. The political atmosphere
assumed communal spirit after the failure of-ddoperation Movement. Ti&hudhi Sangathan
Movements started; communal bittesraasd strife spread throughout India in 1920s and affected

the peaceful, tolerant atmosphere of Sindh. Local brancBeedbiand other movements were
organized and sporadic incidents of violence occurred in different places. This rise of communalism
affected the demand for the separation of Sindh in a fundamental way. Hitherto, Hindu leaders put
their considerable weight behind the demand for separation. Seth Harchandrai Vishindas was a close
associate of Rais Ghulam Mohammad Bhurgri and their groupewamsin protagonists of
autonomy.

On 9 March 1924, Rais Ghulam Mohammad Bhurgri died at the agefiviefdrtg was one of the

most important Hindu leaders; as one of the architects of the Lucknow Pact, he commanded respect
both in Congress and Muslireague ranks. His death left a vacuum and time was not favorable for

the growth of leadership acceptable equally to both communities. Besides, there was the change in
the attitude of Harchandrai Vishindas and he withdrew his support from the separatimntmov

Hindus opposed separation because in Bombay Presidency, Hindus were in majority, whereas in
separated Sindh they would be a small minority of about 15 percent. The fact remained that they
were a mainly urban, educated and wholly affluent commiitinity monopoly over government
service by thémil class and worldwide trading connections obliaébancass, appeared not to
reassure them. The Sindhi Muslims were as backward in Sindh as Muslims were in the rest of India.

17 Khuhro to Igbal, November 21, 1952, Khuhro papers
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At this critical junctionMuslims badly needed new dynamic leadership to champion their cause and
to work for autonomy. Fortunately, leadership of men like Shaikh Abdul Majid Sindhi, Noor
Mohammed Vakil, Abdullah Haroon, M. A. Khuhro, G. M. Sayed, Syed Miran Mohammed Shah,
Allahlaksh Soomro and Ali Mohammed Rashdi became avéildblese two generations of

leaders made the strong case for the separation of Sindh, both on financial and political grounds. The
earlier protagonists brought up the issue on both Congress and Muglienplatforms and the

latter leadership took Sindh successfully through the last and crucial stage of the struggle for
autonomy between the years 1928 and 1935.

In response to Delhi Muslim proposals of March 1927 advocating the separation of Sindh, the All
India Congress Committee met in Bombay to consider among other things, the important questions
of Hindu Muslim unity. Pundit Moti Lal put the following resolution before the AICC:

0The proposals that Si ndh srdecanstimtedbinto a sepgrater at
province has already been adopted in the constitution of the Congress on the principle of redistribution
l inguistic basis and the committee is of opini

Pundit Mot Lal pointed out that the separation of Sindh would not affect the Hindus
adversely. On the other hand, distinguished leaders of Sindh expressed their disapproval of
Sindh should be tied to the chariot wheel of Bombay. As for the financial commitments of
Bombay in Sindh, such projects as the Sukkur Barrage was onl| yandthenatt er
Congress was not concerned with it.

All India Congress accepted and supported the separation movement more than once, not
alkHindu opinion concurred withuRdit Moti Lal on financial as well as communal
grounds. Jayakar, thkeahasablteader, insisted that the separation of Sindh be made part of

a complete scheme, whereby the entire country would be redistributed on a linguistic basis.

Moreover, the resolah did not propose any comprehensive scheme for the entire nation; it
was simply an answer to the Muslim proposals. In spite of all counsels of moderation, the
Jayakar amendment on Sindh, Balochistan and NWFP was carried in a slightly changed
manner. Thamendment read:
OWith regards to the proposal t hat Sindh sho
opinion that the time has arrived for redistribution of provinces on a linguistic basis, a principle that
been auted by the constitution of the Congress. The Committee is further of the opinion that a begin
made by constituting Andhra, Sindh and Karna

The proceedings of the conference gave a hint of the difficulties thabeven@untered
in the future negotiations between Hindus and Muslims.
N.C. Kelkar, while presiding over the Annual Session of Maitlsablneamarked:

M8 HUHRO, HamidaDocuments on Separation of Sindh from the Bombay Presidistaayabad 1982,
p.XxVvii

19The Nehru Reportl975 edition, p.49
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0The majorities wild.l hold the minioné&d.i®s as

Kelker implanted the idea of holding the minority as hostages in the minds of the people,
which later led to severe bitterness.

1928 to 1935 was a period of hectic constitution making in India. This period saw the arrival
of Sir John Simon withis British Parliamentary Commission in 1928 to assess the
constitutional needs of India. The Indian politicians responded with a variety of proposals
including the Delhi Muslim Proposals, the All Parties Conference, the Nehru Report, M. A.
J i nn a h éndPoirftscandrthe Allahabad Muslim League session of 1930.

The struggle for the separation of Sindh intensified, with outpouring of literature, convening
of conferences and building public opinion. By the beginning of 1930, the game was back in
the hands fothe Sindh players. This period was undoubtedly one of the most crucial in the
history of the subontinent of India and shaped the subsequent course of history. A
significant result was the achievement of provincial autonomy, the inauguration of fully
elected legislatures and fully responsible ministries at the provincial level. The Act of 1935
constituted Sindh into a separate autonomous province. The struggle for autonomy lasted
over twenty years and was a brilliant example of unity of purpose aod tieaotause by

the Muslims of Sindh.

Change of Masters

The demand for separation of Sindh was strongly advanced by the All India Muslim League
in an attempt to increase Muslim provinces in India. The Sindh Muslims, who expected a
larger share of potiil and economic benefits from a separate province, took up the issue.
The scheme was strongly opposed by the Sindhi Hindus. The British government found it
practical politics to separate Sindh from Bombay Presidency, mainly because Muslim
cooperation wasecessary to formulate a sound constitution of India and partly because it
was thought the separation of Sindh would minimize further communal strife. Separation of
Sindh left the Sindhi Hindus very bitter because their economic and political intddests wou
be at stake in a government dominated by Muslims.

Partition of Sindh did not benefit the ordinary Sindhi, the statasidver changed; there

was a change of masters, from Hindu capitalists to Matieras.

Waderdscked a sense of justice agditg and were mostly illiterate, although they were
wealthy and well connected. They trelasediike domestic animals, with no privileges or
rights as human bein@ich was the condition of tharioof Sindh, who formed the bulk

of its population andlled its land. Even to this day, theisof Sindh are no better than

serfs and they live in almost primitive conditions without any concept of social, political or
economic rights. Their only one interest in life is food, which keeps body and soul

120pERVEZ, Ikram ul HaquéThe Contribution of Sindhi Muslims in Pakistan Movemeniversity of
Sindh, 1984, p.156
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togetherThey lived in a scattered manner, far from one another, in small hamlets
consisting of thatched mud houses. Even the wives and daughtisaefre not safe
from thezamindars

OFear r ei gne @fea of npressonmenti fesingfalcleild, wifel | v e s

or life. The zamindar could oust him at any time and could take over his crops, his
cattle might also be snatched and he might be beaten out of the village, he might
suddenly find himself in the shackles of police, unttar timyiestiglltiory,

murder or, more often, under Section 110 of the Criminal Procedure Code. He was
frequently threatened with imprisonment by the zamindar, which he believes could be
arranged through official friends. He remembered the Vete aiathedtas

wrath of the zamindar and were wrongfully loclesdilafedh dbngested and

suffocating fauils for very long periods where they suffered terms of imprisonment
under r i al than what t®ey suffered on actual

The zamindasent for theharifor baigatforced labor) for the construction of his house,
digging of wells or other minor works. Tiaeiwould be called to plough and cultivate the private
fields of thezamindaor to render some domestic service. He damefuse and annoy thkamindar.

The Masjid Manzilgah Issue, Sukkur

There was a total division of opinion between the Muslims and Hindus on the issue of
Partition in Si wugdand hdiaa gatiticah fromtf Tha Mushms wesee t
demanding Pak& while the Hindus wanted a united India, thus supporting Muslim
League and Congress respectively.Shimgh Ittehad Pg@indh United Party) was the
strongest in Sindh, with Muslims and Hindus membership and was the majority party in
Sindh AssemblylAl ah Bakhshoés Premiership depended
The strategy of the Muslim League High Command was to disintegrate the unity of such
provincial political parties, which were based on collaboration between Hindus and Muslims,
especially in Muslim majgrprovinces. Thus, in the case of Sindh, Allah Bakhsh Soomro
and hisSindh Ittehad Paggame their main target. Muslim League needed an opportunity to
challenge the Allah Bakhsh government. In 1939, during an agitation caused by the disputed
status of ruined buildiniylanzilgaim Sukkur? The local leaders of Muslim League G. M.
Sayed and Khuhro were quite active against the Hindu community in this movement.

The Sukkur Muslims claimed the building was a mosque and should be restored and
returned to he Muslim community. The dispute was essentially a matter between the
government and the Muslim community but it assumed a communal aspect when the

121 Hyder Baksh Jatoi, Statement of the Accussed, Hyderabad, 1997, p.87

122 Minutes of Dissent pMr. M. Masud Khadderposh

“Manzilgah building and its mosque and rest house I
hands. See for details, SOOMRO, Mohammad Qalsiuslim Politics in Sindh 19387,Jamshoro, 1989
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Hindus became concerned with its settletffefihe Muslim demand for thdanzilgah
attracted Hindu interesetause of the widely unequal secamomic levels of the two
communities in Sukktf.The feelings of fear and insecurity aroused during the separation
movement days had never entirely left Sindhi Hindus and they viewed the Muslim claim to
the Manzilgahsa threat to their position of dominance and control. Thus, they opposed the
claim and declared that the building should remain under government control.

Earlier deputations and appeals to the gov
wasrenewedy t he government ds ©Om MandasdsHanuian s et t |
Mandimffairs in May 193%.Anticipating the determined opposition of the Sukkur Hindus,

the Muslims in Sukkur approached the Sindh Muslim League. Finding a universal positive
responsd r om t he t own GasjumandbdullahuHarookl publicly declared
League support at a meeting in Sukkur on 19 May?19309.

In 1938, the Sindh Provincial Muslim League passed a resolution demanding the
government to handover the mosque to the Msisline dispute became political and
religious. The government ds fai Mam=zi Itgoa h 61
restoration prompted the League to appoint a restoration committee to put greater pressure
on the government. The first meeting of tbmmittee was held on 22 and 23303

August 1939 was declaredvianzilgah Daly was also decided that if the Ministry did not
accept the Muslim demand, All India Muslim League volunteers would be asked to start
satyagrafitto have théMlanzilgabn 1 October.

Abdullah Haroon stayed in Sukkur and led the agitation. When the agitation gained strength,
the Sindh Premier ordered Abdullah Haroon to leave Sukkur, and M. A. Khuhro was placed
under house arrest. G. M. Sayed arranged a hunger strilkdoatsteps of the Ministers

and their supporters.

It was the concern of the provincial Muslim League to get the mosque back. A Restoration
Committee was formed under the chairmanship of Abdullah Haroon. This made the Muslim
League a mass Muslim movemenSimdh. The Hindu Association of Sukkur, Hindu
Mahasablaad HinduPanchaya@posed the restorationanzilgato Muslims.

In subsequent weeks, the League leadership continued its efforts but the government failed
to grant the Muslim demand; it adopdegolicy of avoiding the issue and postponing its
settlement. Allah Bakhsh felt unable to take a stand becausernisigmégoal was to stay

in office™® Therefore, he could not lose his Hindu supporters.

The inability of the moderates, Haroon and Khutorgpersuade the government to grant

the Manzilgalemand, gave ascendancy to the radical wing in the League. In order to retain

124 causes of Sukkur Disturbaess Appendix B, pp. 46 ff
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their leadership in the League, Haroon and Khuhro were compelled to support the radical
method ofsatyagraithpugh they hopmkto obscure their action by maintaining a public
front of issuing appeals and letter writth@he emergence of the radical wing as the
dominant group in the party was clearly reflected in the resolution passed at the next meeting
of the Restoration Comtti@e on 29 September 1939. The resolution called for the
commencement sfatyagrahéhin three days unless a settlement was ré&ched.
Haroon and Khuhro invited Allah Bakhsh to Sukkur in a final effort to persuade the
government t o c¢ omaoc The chiefimaistéd arsvedioms @ctoleke the
daysatyagrates scheduled to begin and held talks with the League leaders but once again,
no agreement was reached.
Satyagralasind volunteers had streamed into Sukkur for several days at the ar¢paglof
League leader, Wajid Ali and a barrister from nearby Shikarpur, kddwn asBythe r . &
second day cfatyagralap thousand people had gathered and on the morning of the third
day, the large group pushed past the police and oddapEtgh G. M. Sayed stated:
OMy days with the Congress had taught me tha
to call it off halfway through. Therefore, | took over the leadership of the movement and had
Manzilgahkae n o v &4T hluy , f d mecetdhe ti me being, restor:

The government reaction to the restoration oMaezilgatvas shock and embarrassment.
Allah Bakhsh was undaunted and adopted an unusual scheme that he robpathmibel
situation; he ordered through the Sukkur District Magistrate that all $aigtigramsuld

be released and police withdr&whie took this decision because the jails were full to
capacity and there was no food for the prisoners, but ty healhoped to defuse the
situation, reasoning thsatyagrahigould lose their enthusiasm and disperse if the
government demonstrated lenieftiaut subsequent events proved Allah Bakhsh had
misjudged the situation. Tlsatyagrahdéd not leave. They veembitterness when they
realized the government had no intention of giving up the mosque and became even more
determined in their claim.

On the morning of 19 November, G. M. Sayed and the other leaders of the Restoration
Committee were arrested in Sukkamaon, the police took possession of Ntenzilgah
expelling thesatyagrahsth tear gas. After forgight days of Muslim occupation, the
Manzilgalvas once again in government hands.

The expulsion of the Muslims from tanzilgahnd its reoccupatioby the government

was followed by a wave of communal disturbance and rioting that began in Sukkur and
spread into the surrounding distfitBoth communities suffered losses in the riots in terms

131\Weston Reporpp.2829

132 CHEESMAN, Op.cit., p.135

133Weston Reporp.28

134 SAYED, G. M., The Case of SindlKarchi, 1995, p.27

13510R, Linlithgow PapersMSS Eur F 125/96, Graham to Linlithgow, no. 1, January 4, 1940, p.1

8 SAYED, G. M.,Struggle fo a new Sindhp.34

13710R, Linlithgow PapersMSS Eur F 125/95, Graham to Linlithgow, no. 124, December 22, 1939, p. 163

50



of property, injuries and loss of life in the town of @ukldt the Hindus suffered most
dramatically in Sukkur District. More Hindus were killed than Mti&lims.
The combined result of these events was the riots of 1939, which, eventually led to the fall
of the Allah Bakhsh Ministry in Sinlitalso afforded aapportunity to the Muslim League
to push through the resolution demanding a separate homeland for the Muslims, but at great
cost to both the Leagueds image and Sindh
qguestions about t mehoulktkeyaomedspovddbi | ity to go
Hindu Muslim Harmony (Aug -Dec. 1947)
Although communal rifts started once again in Sindh, now under the influence of the 1947
Partition, the communal harmony remained undamaged. The province inherited a tradition
of religias tolerance from thidirs (the Muslim rulers displaced by the British conquest).
Thus, the separation from India engendered a sense of insecurity amongst the Hindus, but
there was less general disposition to give way to panic or despair.
0The SiMahadHammads membership consisted of H
Muslim Party, which consisted of the Muslim landed gentry. Religion obviously played no divisive ro
joined hands to protect their class interesy. firsisingéght into upper clasditlisdui m s ol i da

140

The longlasting intecommunal harmony and absence of dsogke violence made the

Sindhi experience of Partition different from that of the Punjabis and Bengalis.
0Thi s | aclébeatfributed to theeaveragching &indhi identity, which trehstended Hindu
differences, a shared language, script and literature, a deep rooted synergetic tradition with sharec
and even a similarity in food and dress. Addedhe #tisnomic cement in a feudal society where Hindl
were well off, owhred | and and controlled bus

In this scenario, the Hindu immigrants to India took Partition as a temporary inter
communal ill will with the apparent intention to returnldohouses and old lives. They
attributed warmth and -@peration to the Sindhi Muslim neighbours and friends, who
escorted many of them to the railway station or the harbour. Almost unanimously the
deteriorating situation was ascribed tootlzer r i wslans froomfoutsMe, that is, from Uttar
Pradesh and Bi haré Another reason for the
the sea route. Of the ones who came by train, only one respondent reported ransacking of luge
béore they crossed the border. One or two suggested that if Sindhi women experienced sexua
in the refugee™ camps in cramped quarters.?o
The media and Muslim leaders launched an organized propaganda to shatter the balance of
intercommunal Armony. Gopal Das Khosla stated that the Muslim leaders carried a
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ruthless aniindu propaganda. Mr. Ayub Khuhro, during his election campaign for the
Sindh Legislative Assembly in 18@5said:

ol am | ooking f or war dwilbe sotinmpeveridhad/or egdnemically weakendd
that their women, even like poor Muslim women today, will be constrained to carry on their heads th
to their husbands, brotherm and sons toiling

Later, as Mister for Public Works, he declared:

oLet the Hindus of Sindh | eave Sindh and go
warn that a time is fast coming when in their flight from Sindh, they may not laatsle, torget a horse, c
gar i, or any #ther means of transport. o

Khosla adds that Agha Badaruddin Ahmad, M. L. A, Deputy Speaker of the Sindh
Legislative Assembly, in a letter, addressed to the Sukkur District Muslim League
Conference, said:
0 These Muosdyiand sestlasslyeawaiting«tad hear the sound of the galloping horses, the
the swordsandtheskp di ng sdAdpamd of Mulsllam crusader
According to Khosla, the Muslim Press in Sindh was equally dalent its issuef 13
September 1947, called upon the Muslim League National Guards to help search the
baggage and persons of Hindu passengers, both male and female, migrating to India. The
HilalePakistgma Sindhi daily of Hyderabad, published a fanatical artiolectoybér 1947,
called upon the Muslim criminals and hooligans to devote their energies in victimizing
Hindus.
OYou should neither kil!/ nor rob Musl i ms. On
to wreak vengeance on treogétipeapbm even today thousands of Muslipmisamees. dewery
Muslim wheasts his eye on this article and happens to know any dacoit, thief, and aggressor shou
request to him and instruct him to convey the exact sensembeus appeal&mmiat. Inform us about
your Association or meet wus, so that we may

This was published after the Partition and showed the extent of emotions of the Muslim
masses. Religious preceptors quickbwed the lead given by the Muslim leaders and the
localzamindatsed this antilindu propaganda as an opportunity for personal §teed.

The Refugee Issue

The issue of assimilation of refugees presented a totally different situation in Sindh as
compaed to West Punjab. The refugee influx in West Punjab, except for a tiny minority,
consisted of Punjabis. They took very little time to assimilate in their new surroundings as

143 Quoted by Parsram V. Tahilramani\vhy the Exodus from Sind?
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they shared the language, customs and culture with the people of Wesb Pemjalre
Urduspeaking refugees, who chose to make Punjab their home, soon assimilated themselve
surroundings, and tH%eir next generation be
In Sindh, the refugees had distinctive characteristics, bringing with th&mndhon

language, customs and culture. They promulgated Mohajir Nationalism, which soon
established bureaucratic, educational and cultural dominance. Contrary to Punjab, the
assimilation of refugees in Sindh seemed improbable because of a different langyage, culture
and system of land ownership.

The government took over administration of Karachi as the Federal capital on 22 May 1948.
0Brought in a massive influx of Muslim go\
extensive requisitiomndfiHesidential and business premises in the metropolis, which was the ¢
centre of Hindu economic domination.

Theeducated and wealthy oOMuslim refugees fr
Pakistan. Si ndh 0 s admioistratiger seréces wiasndtihanticagped by n d
shortage of trained personnel . ¢

The Urduspeaking refugees captured the most profitable means of production and became
the owners of industries, trade and commerce and urban properties. The Punjabi refugees
were given ownership on the basis of claims in East Punjab and several purchased land and
the civil and military officers were rewarded with large tracts of irrigated agricultural land.
The number of Muslims coming in West Punjab from East Punjab exbheadedbers of
non-Muslims who left for India. Eventually, about a million refugees were diverted to Sindh
.Top government officials fabricated a sophisticated scheme to render the Sindhis without a
homeland and establish a constituency of their own.

Onemonth prior to the Constituent Assembl yd.
Ministry of Ayub Khuhro was dismissed. Official sources said that he was deeply involved in
corruption and misadministration. However, varied accounts existed agochahnges; it

was said that just before the dismissal, serious differences arose between Khuhro and the
Governor of Sindh, Sir Ghulam Hussain Hidayatullah, because the latter had reallocated the
portfolios without consulting or informing the former ardl pr@sented different view to

the highest authorities on the i1issue of Ka
Karachi was separated from Sindh and handed over to the federal government was a great
setback to the political and economic infrastreicof Sindh; the benefits of the
establishment of new industries did not trickle down the Sindhi people. Even the smallest of
policies were formulated by the federal government, which, by that time had begun forming
dan invis®ble government . d
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G.M.Sged fought against Karachi ds separatio
separation of Sindh from Bombay in his early political career in 1937. He joined the Muslim
League and became so active that he had the Pakistan Resolution passed in the Sindh
Asembly, an act that he repented throughout his life.

By the time Karachi was separated, 25,000 Muslim employees of the Central Government
reached Karachi from Delhi and had no place to live. Moreover, 150,000 refugees from East
Punjab arrived in differenaps of the province and spread communal tension of the worst
kind. These refugees had neither a place to live nor any means of employment. The Sindhis
were apprehensive and anxious to stop theneveasing influx of refugees because it
would create a ajority of norSindhis in the province and the avenues for political, social

and economic development of Sindhis would continue to remairt®¢losed.

Immediately after independence, three ministers were toppled within two years. As discussed
earlier, on 3 Ma¥948, Pir llahi Bakhsh replaced Ayub Khuhro as Minister. In February
1949, Yusuf Haroon formed a new ministry. The same year, a draft communication was
forwarded to the Speaker Sindh Legislative Assembly by G. M. Sayed, leader of the Sindh
Peopl e dssemBly to Imetsubmitted as communication from the Assembly under rule
115 to the Governor of Sindh.

G. M. Sayed concluded in his draft communication that the province of Sindh, because of its
historical, geographical, economic, linguistic and cultuvpbivie constituted a distinct
nationality

Riot in Hyderabad and Karachi (January, 1948)

The intercommunal harmony in Sindh was contrary to the situation in Punjab because the
Hindus had not evacuated. The influx of migrants increased pressunéeahadgse from

Upper Sindh as the refugee mass moved southWaryderabadvas engulfed by
communal riots; thirty people were killed and many wounded in the attacks on Hindus and
curfew was imposed. The violence was not just materialistic in naturatanesps and

committed by refugees arriving from Ajmer, India in retaliation for the riots at Ajmer on

6-14 December (believed to be perpetrated by Sindhi Hindu refugees on the local
Muslims).

The Chief Minister Khuhro announced during a press conferet8eNovember:

OHe would associate with Hindu representat
the Congress members of the Provincial AsS S
dinner gathering in the Kataechib on 17 November, he said, o0l
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hurry and must be feeling the pain of exile and regretting their decision. Therefore, we must do
to get them to come back. If these sons of Sindh weuldsdma batk, w e'f*e br at e t h
Grandma Leelan and many other Hindu families refused to go to India, although their
homes were attacked to force them to migrate. In the words of Dadi Leelan:

0OAt that ti me | had | utsininggollege. Wa weeedjuita hrappy whans
Pakistan was created; Muslims had become rulers again after the end of the Mughals. That
good for the-mduslims, particularly for Hindus. Pakistan was our home; the new era would be ¢
us to. But soon our optimism ended. Every evening, the Muslim refugees stoned our houses at
we had not left and vacated our house for them. We got frightened; my brothers left for India,
refused to leave and | decided to stayheithrinied refugees remain outside our house; they kne
was alone in the house with my old father. | was determined | would not leave. | continued to t:
and serv® my country. oo

The intercommunal disturbance, which started with thexirdfurefugees into Sindh,

exploded in January 1948. The riots of 6 January were an organized massacre and looting
postPartition Sindh. Much has been said and written about it and the details vary in
different accounts but two facts stand out. The attarke from just one group: the
refugees. There was no provocation from the HindudarakPanthiécalled Mona Sikhs,

or beardless Sikhs). The second reason for the attacksMustiors was to create panic

among the minorities; forcing them to fleenf@indh.

There is some difference of opinion about how the riots started. For instance, Narayan
Shahani states that the refugees among the government employees had resorted to a pen
down strike. Eyewitnesses spoke of assault on 6 January on PakistaiK&hok,

According to them the spirit of goodwill among Hindus and Muslims in Sindh was so strong
that many Hindus had themselves circumcised. These attacks absolutely destroyed this
atmosphere of amity and understanding and forced the Hindus to coitgitesn. Apart

from the attacks in Hyderabad and Karachi, there were no other reports of communal riots

or killings on a large scale elsewhere in Sindh but the violence in the two major cities was
sufficient reason to force the Hindus to migrate.

SobhoGianchandani, a member of the Communist Party of Pakistan was not only a witness

to the events of 6 January in Karachi but also actively associated with efforts to restore peace
and sanity. He narratedThe Mohaj i rs t hou g WtandtthateheySthen d h i
refugees) would take mat er s ™Ha statet that eveno wn h
during curfew, 300 people were killed according to government estimates but the community
estimated figure stood at 1100. The imenriias not just to inflict wounds but to Kill.

Sobho Gianchandani added: o00On the night of
union workers that in the Mauladino musafirkhana, a meeting was held by despedate maulvis; i
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that an atmosphere of terror should be created to force the Hindus to leave and vacate their hc
the view that Sindhi Muslims wereedsgle ct i ng enouyh to force t
Narayan Shaham r epor t psdfthielbcindid Stesam Navifation Rampaaye h i [
Sadhu Vaswani arrived in Karachi from Hyderabad said that his father (K.D. Shahani) told him that
his departure would prompt all other Hindus to leave as well, but Sadhu Vaswani was determined to
leave and alsadught along many likeminded Hindu familiés.

In the words of Mohan Kalpana, the eminent Sindhi writer:

oThe immigrants from Bihar looted and killed many people. Stray mobs headed towards Ratan T
riots perpetuated by t8eadbis greathrral the Hindus. We loaded our belongings on a camel and heac
towards the Karachi Port. | wished to turn into a draught of wind and blow over the land, the hous
people of Sindh, ki ssing t hed Nowimyenk wishdsttoesde t o
Sin#®h. o

Mohan Kalpana wrote a |letter to Jay Ram Das:
your ancestral ring fell in the pond while boating. On official expense, you draiveedrige YWdrat to retrieve
had you lost? Justdwregy have | 38t our homel and! 6

Hindus were blamed for the turmoil. Maulvi Abdul Haque, known a®-Baha (the

father of Urdu) misrepresented what actually happened in faMmiragit&*

On the evening of Banuary, Muslim mobs carried out an organized looting of Hindu
property in Karachi. 0Groups of thugs swoo
The victims agreed that they were not physical maltreatment but the threatening attitude of
the looterswasnough to induce®terror in the victdi
Quaide-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah was shocked at the turn of events. Addressing a
gat hering of Musl im refugees on 9 January
Muslim refugees and all those who haveredftaals and tribulations and sympathise with

them but they must control themselves and learn to acquire the ways of a responsible
people. They should not take undue advantage of the hospitality extended to them, nor
should they ignore the steps takemmjorove their plight. Once again, | warn all Muslims
against lawless elements and urge them to protect their Hindu neighboursdoamdide
responsible for the riots. They must create a sense of trust and security among the
minor'®ties. o6

Literary Respmse

Hundreds of thousand of Sindhi residents were forced to leave their homes because of
communal riots. In this political upheaval, Sindhi Hindus suffered because they did not get
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land compensation when they arrived in India, contrary to Punjab p@idredims of

Sindhi Muslims, who initiated and strongly pleaded for creation of Pakistan, were shattered
immediately after independence. Compared to the incoming Muslim immigrants, the local
Muslims lacked education and technology and did not gain inft@aliscal power and
employments in the administrative fields of Pakistan.

Punjab and Bengal retained half of their states but the Sindhi community faced the
permanent separation from their homeland; they were deprived of their cultural, historical,
gegraphical and sociological identity and became the subject matter of Sind#i poetry.

The 1947 Partition issues remained favourite subject matter for Sindhi writers in India and
Pakistan; revolved around the attainment of freedom and the communal hdhecaust,
migration of Hindus from Sindh, their plight in resettlement camps, and their socio
economic problems of rehabilitation.

Important aspects of fictional writings, pertaining to Partition are: (1) Fond childhood
recollections of Sindh (2) Anguish cduseloss of native land (3) Feeling of alienation in

the new environments in India (4) Love for Sindhi heritage, culture and way of living (5)
Strong efforts for the preservation and development of Sindhi language, literature and
culture in India (6) Symatny for various movements of Sindhi Muslims and (7)
Humanitarian outlook and considering Sindhis as a single community.

Remarkably, the Sindhi writers rarely portrayed grim pictures of communal riots and
disturbances; instead they have tried to estabtimmunal harmony by portraying inter
communal marriages and good relations among Sindhis residing in India and Pakistan.

In a story entitle€laimby Narayan Bharti: an old Sindhimansays, am a Si ndhi .
region belongs to me. | havd everyaighr e gi st er IrmmanotherstorynD&d ®9r agez &
(The property deed, 1952) he reinforced the issue ofMuklun harmony and love of the
homeland®

The Partition proved painful on both sides, to those who left and to those wtidoatay

felt the pain of separation. Popati Hiranandani bitterly obserVeéd:i | e Punj abi H
Bengal i Hi ndus received half of their | and
During the IndePak war in 1965, the great Pakistani Sindhi poet $ty@ikhfaced a
dilemma. He wrote about Sindhi poet Narayan Shyam in India:

Oh! This war...

In front of me | see Narayan Shyam!

We share the same hopes

And despairs,

The same speech and its lilt

How can 1 aim a gun at him?

How can | shoot him down?

That. | $iould do this

184 MAKHIJA, Menka Shivdasani, Arjan Shad Mirchandani, (eBreedom and Fissureslew Delhi
185 JETLEY, M.K., Partition of India as portragd in Sindhi Literaturep. 104

57



Is something not possibies?
Impact

The absence of largeale violence made the Sindhi experience of Partition different from

that of the Punjabis and Bengalis. The Sindhi Hindus terrorized because of the measures
adopted by the Sindhi Musdinvielding political power. This atitndu discrimination was
perceived as what the future held for them. Many Hindus sent their families away, at least till
the situation was resolved.

With the influx of refugees in SindWphajirNationalism was prongated and Sindhi

culture and its indigenous people became hostages in the hands of people from Punjab and
India. MohajirNationalism was established as a symbol of bureaucratic, educational and
cultural dominance. This initiated a cultural and politcaindnation against Sindhis in
Pakistan that exists even to this day. However, it would have been a different story, if the
Sindhis were united like the people of East Pakistan. Bengalis of all classes and backgrounds
were united in their cause. Had timell8s united like the Bengalis, the nature and degree of

the discrimination and problems that they faced would have change dramatically.

Sindh received a huge a setback when Karachi was separated from Sindh and established as
Federal capital on 22 Mayt89 Sindh suffered again when Sindh University was shifted
from Karachi to Hyderabad; it was moved from the booming industrial centre to the old
chakrgbull cart) culture. The final nail in the coffin was elimination of Sindhi language from
Karachi schds.

The plight of minorities is a chronic issue in Pakistan. Even today, Sindh has a significant Hindu
population as compared to other provinces of the country. These people did not leave Sindh at the
time of Partition due to economic compulsions; amtmgst the urban business class is in a far
more miserable condition than Blls, Kolisic. of the Thar area. Their misery could be justifiable

in terms that Sindhis in general are treated as -stasmditizens, and as Sindhi Hindus are treated

as third-class citizens. The bitter feelings of Sindhi Muslims towards-Beetjiienbaniasdd to

the communal friction in the province.

In 1955,the OneUnit scheme ignited a wave of fury among the Sindhi population, particularly
among the student, intgtual and peasant classes. They staged pwid@agitations and faced
merciless resistance by the authorities. The abolition of the provinces under the gaileadf so

parity was aimed at capturing the economic and political life of the smalleegpr8indh was the

most prosperous with enormous promise for the future. During agitation agaiuitOne
countless Sindhis were detained and many were prosecuted. Unmoved, the Khuhro leadership
implemented the hated scheme o@diber 1955.

16 JOTWANI, Motilal,Of Gr ass and Root s ;NewiDelhil Sampark Prakashad,s Wr i t i n
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However,OneUnit scheme could not last long. In the wake of the dissolution of One Unit,
demands for rectifying the wrongs was intensely demanded by the smaller provinces. One of these
demands was the restoration of Sindhi as the provincial language. Siadiei letgthis status

since 1851, but a series of government actions eroded it after the creation of Pakistan.

The newly elected provincial government of Mumtaz Ali Bhutto moved a bill in Sindh Assembly in
July 1972 for the promotion of the Sindhi langweitfegut prejudice to the status of the national
language, Urdu. HoweverSo much mi strust had already devel
two years over this question that leaderspdfakied)odnmunity were not williranyahécgdess than a

0bi ngual®t province.o

Riots broke out in the province even before the bill had passed. President Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
intervened and the passage of a supplement bill helped cool the passions temporary, these riots
caused irrepadske damage to intero mmuni ty r el ations in Sindh anct
July 1972 was theeaactment of the language controversy scenario of 1952 in East Bengal.

During the Bhutto regime, Sindhis received compensation but the Sindhi writers,
intellectuals and political workers were harshly suppressed. Later, for securing political
legitimacy, General Zia ul Haq added fuel to the fire in the ethnic violence in Sindh. To this
day, Sindh suffers the aftermath of Gener a

In the conlict between Sindhis and Ussjpeaking migrants, the latter must accept their new
Sindhi identity in letter and in spirit. If the Sindhi middle class fails to recognize the dialectics
of the productive forces in society and opposes the development afsUadireat to

purity of Sindh, it would essentially be working for feudal restoration in Sindh. The trend of
Sindhi nationalism, like that of any other nationalism, is class collaborationist; it speaks
against the injustices meted out to Sindhis as a wahdl conveniently overlooks the
injustices and humiliation meted out to Sindhi peasants.

As regards resolving the fate Mbhajirseparatism, MQMMohajir Qaumi Movemtead) its
susceptibilities, which called for the ability of the state to manhmiladditical process, the attitude

of other ethnic groups towarddohajirnationalism and, above all, the capacity oMibiajir
community to shun its sense of -ggliteousnesglowever, the situation is improvindgohajir

Qaumi Movemgmdnged its naato Muthida Qaumi Moveniteisttoo early to denounce it ust a
c h ange timenwil steom & thé organization demonstrates a shift fromighetousness.
Muthidehas recognized the reality of Sindh and is facilitating integration anly seziesisvith

respect and acknowledges the historical rights of the Sindhis.

Case Study 4
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Partition, Migration in Balochistan
Historical Background

After conducting a detailed study of the situation emerged in the wake of Partition in Punjab, Sindh
and Nath West Frontier province, this chapter deals with the state of affairs in Balochistan.
Exploring the historical evidences based on the oral accounts and available facts, it is revealed that
the situation in the Balochistan with reference to the vi@edcarocities is quite different from

the other provinces.

Except for a few incidents of violence in Quetta and Pishin, the overall situation in Balochistan area
remained calm and peaceful. During Partition, there was complete communal harmdny in triba
Balochistan. With the departure of British imperial power, status of the state faced challenges of
forced accession with the state of Pakistan. Centuries old freedomraledddalie Baloch tribes
encountered the challenge; the dignity and sowereighe Baloch tribe had gone astray. Baloch
never warmed up to the ideals of Pakistan, pre and post Partition. Th&S&alaere more
interested in their own tribal freedom rather than becoming a part of overall Pakistanf&tructure

Balochistan dd Muslim majority, the number of Adaslim community was low as compared to
Sindh, Punjab and North West Frontier Province. Therefordluglimm community of the area
faced no real danger; they were part of the centuries old Baloch tribal systamtidimensthe
Pashtun settled areas of Balochistan, however, were different.

Balochistan had a strategic position for Britain; it secured the buffer status of Afghanistan
and Iran visxvis Russia and also secured communication links with Middle East and
Europe. After theKhanate of Katiclined involvement in foreign aggression against
Afghanistan, occupation of Baloch State became necessary for Britain to safeguard the
supply line for British invading army in Afghanistan. A British detachment #ttdaked

13 November 1838 TheKhanMir Mehrab Khan was killed in the battle and a new Khan

was appointed as nominal ruler of Baloch State with a British representative as the supreme
authority.

From 1839 onward, the British gradually consolidategh¢ime2r in Balochistan through a

series of wars and treaties imposed on Kalat State. These treaties gave the British the rights
of safe passage through Kala839), the right to stationing of troops (1854), the right to
extend IndeEuropean telegraph dinthrough Baloch Coast (1863) and various other
agreements giving Britain some major economic and territorial concessions. The northern
area of Balochistan, including Bolan Pass was leased to Britain, which was later named as
British Balochistan.

%8 Mir Gul Khan Naseer, BalochistdnQadeem Aur Jadeed Tareekh Ki Raushni Main, Quetta, 1982, pp.
329321
199 |pid
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An impotant and consequential treaty was signed in 1876 betwilearttiee tribal chiefs
and British authorities in Delhi. Under the agreemern, hhaautfosity was accepted over
the region but the British, in accordance with local customs would aditinister

The British occupation of Kalat was perhaps the greatest event in Baloch lhistory.
weakened the authority of tkban broke up the traditional system of governance, giving
extraordinary clouts to tribal chiefs and nominated council, withrigattjanal power,

which was unprecedented in Baloch anbaisng the period of the British Raj, there were

four Princely States in Balochistan: Makran, Kharan, Lasbela and Kalat, the largest and the
most powerful. During the first few decades of @ik @entury, it became clear that the

British would eventually leave and that India would be partitibned.

Mir Ahmed Yar Khan, who wanted independence rather than possible Pakistani rule, ruled Kalat.
The British had given many Princely States, the ohdniciga, Pakistan or independence during the
immediate pr@artition period. When India and the newly created Pakistan gained independence in
August 1947, Mir Ahmed VYar Khan decl ared Kal at

In April 1948, the Pakistani army launched amatpe and Mir Ahmed Yar Khan signed an
accession agreement, ending Kalatdés de facto
decided to carry on the struggle. He based himself in Afghanistan he conducted a guerrilla war
against the Pakistani armvhich eventually failed. Parts of Balochistan were held by Oman as late as
the 1950s, but were eventually turned over to Pakistan; including the coastal city of Gwadar. On 11
August 1947, the British protectorate of Balochistan declared its indepditnleacdays later,
Pakistan also became an independent nation. The two states coexisted for lessthan a year.

In August, less than ten days before the Partition, the Viceroy of India, Lord Louis Mountbatten,
notified theKhan of Kalath at o nlcye Itywos tdapreisn 6 out of the more
at the ti me, would gain full independence f ol
(Burma had already gained its independence in 1937.) On 11 AugustKi8da ahKaldéclared
independence. Shortly thereafter, Khanformed a government in Kalat with two houses of
parliament, one made up with elected representatives and the othemdeiitingrnal divisions

continued to haunt Balochistan. By 1948, three chunks of tetrétdityonally under the sway of

theKhan of Kalancluding the Makran coastal region, acceded to P&Ristan.

In March 1948, Pakistan invaded and seized Balochistan. Under threat of imprisonment, the
traditional Baloch leader, tkban of Kalaflir Ahmeal Yar Khan, was pressured to sign a treaty of
integration. This treaty was, however, never agreed by the Balochistan parliament and never
mandated by the Baloch people.

Shaheen Sardar Ali and Javaid Rehman, Indegenous people and Ethnic Minorities of
Pakistan, Routledge, 2001pp,-68

% |bid

6New Status for Kalaté, New York Times, August 11,
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The Hindu and Sikh Population of Balochistan

The Hindu community in Balochistan enjoggprosperous life in the province. The Hindus of

Kalat, Mastung, Machh and Kolpur discovered that the Baloch and Brahui tribes provided them
employment. Hindus were visible in Baloch areas but scarce in the Pashtun areas; in 1941, most of
the 54,000 Hings of Balochistan lived in the Pashtun areas. After 1947, the Hindus in the Pashtun
areas declined by 93 percent but only by 11 percent in the Baloch areas. They faced serious problems
in the Pashtun areas, while in the other parts their life, the Baklch tibes equally protected

social structuté

Peace and harmony among theMaoslims and Muslims was affected and they were forced to leave
their homeland. Hundreds of Hindus were forced to flee their homes and cross over to Sindh and to
the Indian sle. Three Hindus were reported killed in the town of Chaman, after clashes between
Hindus and Muslim mobs in October; Hindu temples, homes and shops were set ablaze and
destroyed. Growing social intolerance assumed alarming new proportions in thedRestarn
districts of Balochistan. In all cases, local extremist groups played a role in triggering the attacks.

The Attack on Baloch Identity

On 15 August 1947, twerigur hours after Pakistan came into beingKtien of Kalessued a

Royal Chartedeclaring the independence of the State of Kalat. The exponents ofrthtotwo

theory claim that constitutionally, khé apnréesc | amat i on Oo0had no | egal a
such by the Government of Pakistan.é

On the contrary, it is arguedBgloch nationalist forces that Kalat was not an Indian State. The legal
status of Nepal and Kalat, as mentioned earlier was different from that of other princely states in the
Indian sukcontinent. While the other native states dealt with the British Gularnment in New

Delhi, Nepal and Kalat maintained their treaty relations directly with London. Baloch nationalists
argued that the 1876 Treaty, which permitted the British to occupy Balochistan, pledged that the
British o6woul d rred pierd e pered@shoreentasstingly dQuaidad

Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah, as a legal advisor t&hheduring 193817, supported an
independent Balochistan.

As mentioned earlier, the British first stormed Kalat in the 1830s; they neededhe Balas
Pass to invade Afghanistan. In 1855, Kalat signed its firstyraantyeaty with Britain; British
political agents were assigned t&ti@and an annual rent was paid in exchange of loyalty.

In the 1930s, a conscious Baloch nationalistnmeat arose. Thenjumaidititteha@dBalochistand
Kalat State National Party (KSNP) came into BieitdSNP was dedicated to the goal of an
independent, unified Balochistan following the departure of the British. Mir Ahmad Yar Khan, the

173 Shaheen Sardar Adip,cit, pp. 559
74 Mir Ahmad Yar Khan, Tareekh Kaum Baloch Wa KhawaneesnBaloch, Quetta, n.d. pp. 2226
5 Mir Ghulam Naseer, BalochistanQadeem Aur Jadeed Tareekh Kiugani Main, Quetta, 1982, p. 321
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new Khan of Kalaiso expressed the same view. KSNP, however, was banned, as it indirectly
threatened the autocratic powers okthanate of Kaaat] more directly, the powers of 8aedars.

In 1936, th&Khammet Quaige-Azam, who agreed to become the legal advigwKbdanate of Kalat

When the cabinet mission visited IndiaKih@consulted the Quaid on the constitutional aspects

of the future of Kalat. The Quaid set up a panel of eminent lawyers. Their memorandum was handed
over to the Quaid, who forwardedaitthe cabinet mission with his recommendations. According to

the document, Kalat was an independent and sovereign state.

During the cabinet mi ssionds Vvisit to I ndi a,
Wat an Partyds Pr e sAchdlea wentdolDdlhi and iSet theaCdngri€ds Rrasident
Maulana Abwl-Kalam Azad.

According to Inayatullah Baloch, Mr. Bizenjo explained to Maulana Azad that Kalat and Balochistan
were never a part of India. It had its own independent status, govaheeBdlgckBritish Treaty

of 1876. Ma u | a nYas, |Aave gbnertheosigh thBaBidst reatyol know, Balochistan

has never been part of India, but the Baloch people cannot survive as a sovereign, independent state;
ak for British protection and if the British agree and remain in Balochistan, themuueeaignbutsf the sub
become meaningless. So, | hope that you (the Baloch People) will not insist on compromising the sow
crore peoplesohttiansabo nt i nent . 6

Azadds point of Vi ew, however, was rejected
accordance with Baloch national inspirations.

Regarding the future of Kalat, a Round Table Conference was held on 4 August 194byattended

the Khan of Kaldtord Mountbatten, Mr. M. A Jinnah, Mr. Liagat Ali Khan, Sir Sultan Ahmad and

the Chief Minister of Kalat. The Conference wa

be independent on 5th August 1947 and enjoy the satneiss as ori ginally hel d
In the light of this decision, an agreement between Kalat and Pakistan was concluded on 11

August 194761 t s very first clause decl ared: 0The gc

independent state. 6

This was thetate of affairs when théhanannounced independence on 12 Augusti1047.
written constitution was promulgated within a week. A council of ministers was composed and the
constitution provided for a bicameral legislative body. Elections were heldhatidrtakst forces
dominated, even through the KSNP was officially banned. It took 39 seats of the 50 seats in the
House. It is noteworthy that the Hindu population of Balochistan also supported the Baloch rights
of sovereignty.

Pakistan reacted sevetelyhese actions. In September 1947, as Dr. Innayatullah Baloch noted
that Pakistan changed its policy and demanded accession fikdranthibe changing policies of
Jinnah and Pakistan were the results of the conflicts and interests of the twotinajqrgotiés of
India, the All India Congress Party and the All India Muslim League.

76 Ghulam Naseer, Taareekte- Balochsitan, ¥ Edition, Quetta, 1993, p. 487
Y7 bid., p. 488
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Jinnah and the Muslim League favoured an independent Balochistan in order to get money from
the Kharfor the Pakistan movement. He also regarded Balochistan agdssrash case of the
failure of the demand for Pakistan. Khan of Kalstated that a secret plan was arranged with the
Quaid and Chudhary Khaliquzzaman, that if the demand for the creation of Pakistan was refused, an
independent sovereign Balochistanld help Indian Muslim in their armed struggle for Pakistan.

Suspicions arose over Pakistands designs du
September and December 1947. Attacking theN&®won Theory in the Lower House on 14
December, Bizemj s dley say tliat we, the Baloch cannot defend ourselves. Well, are Afghanistan, Ir
even Pakistan capable of defending themselves against super powers? They say we must join Paki
reasons. Yet, we have minerals, weuhmaeag@tmleave ports. The question is what would Pakistan survi
without us? If Pakistan forces us to accept this fate, every Baloch wailtight for his freedom

Kal at s Parliamentds decision weafAzamwomEd t o Pa
the Khanand repeated his demand. The members of the two Houses once more assembled on 21
February and Bizenjo stated that they had all come to the categorical decision that they would not
accept accession to Pakistan under any circumstances.

On 18 Mach, the Government of Pakistan announced the accession of Makran and Lasbela was
accepted. With the accession of these areas, Kalat lost half of its territory and its connection with
Iran and Afghanistaf?

The situation worsened quickly. On 27 MarchRAdio India announced that tKéanhad
approached the Government of India for accession but it was turned doWhaifiimemediately

denied the charge and protested to Mountbatten in a telegram on the 8me day.

Mountbatten called V. P. Menon to disdusse pr ot est . He stated: ORe
recognized the independence of the State. Later, it was realized that Kalat must accede to Pakistan.
The State was not responsive to pressure, steps were taken to disrupt it by accepting the accession of
its suzeraingio

The Khan however, surrender when the Pakistan Army ordered General Akbar, Garrison
Commander based in Quetta, to move into Kalat and arr&stathenless he signed an agreement

to accession. Contrary to the great tradition of resista#nhis ancestors, thiéhansaw the

owi sdomé of declaring 6access®¥ond without the
A political agent was appointed to control the administration Khamaterhe Khanaccepted the

new development unwillingly and commeoted Ji nnahoés deci si on:

0Thus my | eg adé¢Azamueamb o aniehdyon 1b Aprilt 1648. MK dornection with the affair:
of Kalat were cut off and within 20 hours of the orders issued to me, several minister of the Kalat Go
exiled @rrest&d®
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